Komatsu India Pvt Ltd, as part of its
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
initiatives, supported the inauguration
of 2 After-School Study Centres at Seege
Betta Podu and Muthugada Gaddepodu
villages in B R Hills, Chamarajanagar
district, Karnataka, on 3 Aug 2026.

Implemented by Sevalaya, the centres
were established at a total project cost
of 12.53 lakh and will benefit 50 tribal
children through STEM-focused after-
school education, smart classrooms and
digital learning facilities.

The inauguration programme was graced
by Arun Rengaswamy, Deputy General
Manager, Marketing (Mining), and
Purnopama Mukherjee, Executive, HR &
Administration, Komatsu India Pvt Ltd, as
Chief Guests.

With these two new centres, Komatsu

W sevalaya org

Komatsu officials inaugurating the tuition centre at B R Hills, Chamarajanagar district, Karnataka, along with the

students of the centre.

India Pvt Ltd now sponsors 8 After-School
Study Centres across B R Hills, Karnataka,
and Dharmapuri, Tamil Nadu, benefiting
200 tribal children.

Speaking on the occasion,

Arun Rengaswamy said that Komatsu
India Pvt Ltd is implementing several
initiatives for the benefit of society. He
encouraged the children to make the best
use of the opportunities provided, excel
in education and build a bright future.

104 Award VK & Shiva Anna Memorial Award

Padma Bhushan and Magsaysay Award winner Krishnammal Jagannathan and Dr K Panchasharam, Founder of
SIPA (Spinal Injured Persons Association), jointly handing over the citation to Sevalaya Murali.

Sevalaya has been honoured with the
V K & Shiva Anna Memorial Award for
its work with rural communities and its
commitment to Gandhian principles.
The award ceremony was held on 17
Aug 2026 at Gandhigram Rural Institute
(Deemed To Be University) and was
presented by the V K & Shiva Anna
Foundation and Gandhigram Trust.
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Sevalaya Murali, Founder and Managing
Trustee, received the award from Padma
Bhushan and Magsaysay Award winner
Krishnammal Jagannathan, a prominent
Gandhian. Sevalaya was recognised
under the Large NGO — Special Category,
receiving a cash prize of 10,000 and a
citation.

The award selection considered
Sevalaya’s impact in rural development,
innovative approaches, commitment to
Gandhian values, outreach to deserving
communities and financial integrity in
administration.

On receiving the award, Sevalaya Murali
said it was a privilege to receive the
honour from Krishnammal Jagannathan.
He added that receiving the award

at Gandhigram, an institution rooted

in Gandhian principles, made the
recognition especially meaningful. He
also recalled Sevalaya staff’s visits to
Gandhigram and their interaction with
Shiva Anna. The award ceremony was
preceded by a gathering of around 50
NGOs, where representatives discussed
and shared experiences on key issues
concerning the NGO sector.

The V K & Shiva Anna Memorial

Awards were instituted in memory of

V Krishnamoorthy (V K Anna) and Shiva
Anna, who made significant contributions
to the development sector.
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E Lakshmi Narayanan.

Sevalaya celebrated its 38th Annual Day
on 9 Aug 2026 at its Kasuva Centre.

Hon’ble Mr Justice Sunder Mohan, Judge,
Madras High Court, was the Chief Guest.
He released Sevalaya’s 38th Annual
Report and Dr V Thangavelsamy from
Madurai received the first copy.

The Chief Guest felicitated outstanding
students, supporters, volunteers, alumni
and employees from across South India
for their achievements and contributions.

Annual day awards

Sevalaya celebrates 38" annual day

Releasing the 38th Annual Report | From Lto R: P Veerabhadraswamy, Seva

Speaking on the occasion, Justice
Sunder Mohan appreciated Sevalaya’s
remarkable growth and its continued
commitment to service. He praised
Sevalaya’s focus on value-based
education, stressing that morals and
values are as important as intelligence.

Students also presented a special cultural
programme showcasing Sevalaya’s
activities and achievements over the past
38 years.

Toppers and centum-scoring students receive awards

G S Viswanathan Memorial Award —
K Geethalakshmi — Std XII Physics
(88/100); T Rashwanth — Std X Science
(100/100).

Smt Thangam Viswanathan Memorial
Award - E Nithyantham — Std XII.

V Rukmani Ammal Memorial Award - T
Rashwanth -

Std X Tamil (99/100); V Gayathri — Std

X Tamil (97/100); S Vasumathi — Std X
Tamil (98/100); C Anushya — Std X Tamil
(97/100).

Board Exam Toppers Award —

S Velmurugan — Commerce (586/600);
T Rashwanth — (493/500);

et
ANNI

V Archana received the 350,000 AGOT-
sponsored cheque from the Chief Guest.
Marks scored - 557/600
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V Archana — Commerce (557/600); V
Arinesh — (482/500); B Shadhanaa — Bio
Maths (550/600); U Hashini — (482/500);
V Gayathri — (481/500).

AGOT Toppers Award — S Velmurugan —
Std XIl Commerce (569/600);
V Archana — Std XIl Commerce (557/600).

Prof K K Narasimuhlu Memorial Award -
S Divya — Std XIl Chemistry (98/100); B
Shadhanaa — Std XII Chemistry (100/100).
Sri R Janardanan Memorial Award —

T Rashwanth — Std X Maths (100/100).

Aasiriyar Sarangapani Award -
M Shavak — Std V Maths (98/100);
M Krithika — Std V Maths (98/100); P

sponsored cheque from the Chief Guest.
Marks scored - 569/600
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S Velmurugan received the 50,000 AGOT- T Rashwanth bagged awards for scoring
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Over a 100 awards,
for impacting lives in
different ways

Click to read

Reshitha — Std VIII Maths (96/100); M
Ganeshbabu — Std VIII Maths (88/100);
B Porselvi — Std IX Maths (98/100); M
Bharath Raj— Std IX Maths (96/100); M
Kavinaya — Std VIIl Maths (98/100); T
Yuvashree — Std IX Maths (95/100);

T Rashwanth — Std X Maths (100/100).

Best Alumni Award: R Abinesh
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first mark in Std X and centums in Science
and Maths.
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Best supporter awards 2025-2026

m Dr Seemathi Seshadrinathan,
Paediatric Cardiothoracic Surgeon &
Founder, H4H Public Charitable Trust,
Chennai

m Dr V Thangavelusamy, Professor
(Retd.), Madurai

m Rajarao Gopalan, Volunteer, Sevalaya,
Chennai

m Varghese P P, Councillor, Gudalur
Municipality (Ward No. 5), The Nilgiris

® Sgraswathi M, Asst. Public Prosecutor
(Retd.), Tiruvallur

m M Meenakshi Sundaram, Best
Librarian & Librarian, Kadayam
Branch Library, Tenkasi

m P Veerabhadraswamy, Academic
Coordinator, VGKK, B R Hills,
Chamarajanagar, Karnataka

m Gokul Kannan, PhD Researcher,
Stanford University, USA

m Rajendran K, Bennai, Gudalur, The
Nilgiris

m \/ Dhanalakshmi, Volunteer, Sevalaya,
Kasuva, Tiruvallur

Sevalaya observed Putli Ba Day on

5 Aug 2026 at its Kasuva campus
commemorating Mahatma Gandhi’s
pledge to his mother, Putli Ba, to abstain
from alcohol before leaving for England
for higher studies.

More than 1,000 students from Sevalaya’s
Mahakavi Bharathiyar Higher Secondary
School and Community College, Kasuva,
participated in the programme in person,
while students from 11 schools across
Sirkazhi, Oragadam, Thillaiyadi and
Tiruvallur joined online and took the
pledge.

Wearing T-shirts carrying the message

“l Will Not Drink Alcohol,” the students
held their mothers’ hands and promised
that they would never consume alcohol
throughout their lives.

The programme was graced by writer and
educationist Chitra Balasubramanian as
the Chief Guest. Addressing the students,
she highlighted the important role played
by Putli Ba in shaping Mahatma Gandhi
and urged the children to honour the
promise they made to their mothers
throughout their lives.

Following the pledge, several mothers
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P Veerabhadraswamy
Academic Coordinator, VGKK, B R Hills,
Chamarajanagar, Karnataka

Dr Seemathn Seshadrinathan
Paediatric Cardiothoracic Surgeon &
Founder, Hearts for Hearts (H4H) Public
Charitable Trust, Chennai

Employees who completed 5, 10, 15 and 25 years of dedicated service received Long-Term
Service Awards. The Certificate of Appreciation Award, Rising Star Award and Best Employee
Award were also presented. Sevalaya’s supporters, Board members, Executive Committee
members and well-wrshers parhctpated

| ';"ii}!;

among students who had taken the
pledge found that nearly 75% continue to
remain free from alcohol.

shared their personal experiences and
spoke about the suffering alcoholism had
caused their families. They expressed
hope that their children would grow up to

lead healthy and addiction-free lives. The programme aimed to create

awareness among students about

the harmful impact of alcoholism on
individuals, families, society and the
nation, while inspiring them to make a
lifelong commitment to stay away from
addiction.

Sevalaya has been organising Putli Ba
Day for the past 12 years under the
guidance and support of G Ram Mohan,
A Gandhian scholar, former Trustee of
Sevalaya and former Railway Safety
Commissioner, Indian Railways. Sevalaya
Murali shared that a follow-up survey
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JK Tyre clear 500 kg of waste in Somangalam forest

Around 60 participants took part in the
initiative, cleaning nearly 1 km of forest
area and collecting approximately 500
kg of waste. The programme aimed

to raise awareness about responsible
waste management, forest conservation
and the importance of keeping natural
habitats clean.

The programme was attended by
Manikavasagam, Forest Range Officer,
J S Sahayaraj, DGM — CSR &

A mass cleaning and environmental the Somangalam Forest Region on 18 Administration, JK Tyre, and
awareness programme was jointly August 2026. Magalakshmi, Forester, Forest
conducted by JK Tyre & Industries Ltd., Sevalaya served as the implementation Department.

Sevalaya and the Forest Department at partner.

Sevalaya residents visit Sr| Sathya _Sal Baba Ashram

53 Sevalaya residents - including 20 boys,
20 girls, 10 senior citizens and

3 staff members, travelled to Sri Sathya
Sai Baba Ashram, Puttaparthi, Andhra
Pradesh, from 17-19 Jul 2026 for a
spiritual yatra.

..,3 journey offered them an opportunity to
» | spend meaningful time together while
experiencing moments of devotion and
inner peace.

The spiritual yatra was sponsored by

Sri Sathya Sai Seva Samithi, Besant Nagar,
whose support made this memorable
journey possible.

During the visit, the residents
experienced divine darshan, peaceful
prayers, spiritual reflection and the
serene atmosphere of Puttaparthi. The

Exploring STEM - Bangalore centre

Bhama Sridharan, a volunteer from
Bengaluru, organised a STEM workshop
for students of Sevalaya’s After-

School Study Centre, Srirampura, at
Malleswaram on 17 and 18 Jul 2026.

and puzzles in Mathematics. They also
learned about the evolution of the Earth
and enjoyed reading books.

We learned many concepts through
experiments, play, and hands-on
activities. We especially enjoyed
learning about light, reflection and
refraction, acids and bases, Maths
puzzles, and more. It was a fun way to
learn! -

A L Manoj, Std VIII

The students enthusiastically participated
in hands-on experiments, audio-visual
activities, and educational games. They
explored acids and bases in Chemistry,
reflection and refraction of light in
Physics, vertebrates and mammals in
Biology, and circles, triangles, fractions,

Students explore careers in IT

20 Computer Science students from B E
Sevalaya’s Community College,
Uthiramerur attended an IT career
guidance session on 1 Aug 2026.

The session was led by K Dineshkumar,
Senior Software Engineer, Finance
Software and Systems (FSS), Chennai.

He explained the different roles and
career paths in the IT industry and guided

students on recruitment processes and online learning platform offering free Students were encouraged to
interview preparation. programming and software development  continuously upskill, learn new

training to help students build skills and technologies and prepare for successful
He also introduced Payilagam, an improve their employability. careers in the IT sector.
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Indian Bank Staff handing over the 175 bedsheets and blankets for residents of

s

Sevalaya’s children’s and elders’ homes. They also donated 100 school bags with

notebooks for underprivileged children and 20 ceiling fans, 50 tube lights and 50 bulbs

to support Sevalaya’s educational and residential facilities.

On the occasion of Indian Bank’s
120" Foundation Day, dignitaries
from Indian Bank celebrated the
occasion at Sevalaya’s Kasuva Centre
on 6 Aug 2026 through a series of
charitable and service activities.

As part of the celebrations, they
sponsored a special lunch for Sevalaya’s
destitute children and elders. The
dignitaries also interacted warmly with
Sevalaya’s children and elders.

Haworth supports community welfare
300 kg waste cleared & Medical camp for 70 villagers

Haworth, organised a Zero Waste
Awareness and Mass Cleaning Drive on

1 Aug 2026 to promote environmental
sustainability, community participation
and public health. The programme
aimed to encourage responsible

waste management practices while
strengthening community ownership of a
clean and healthy environment.

As part of the programme, a health
camp benefited 70 community members
through basic health screenings and
preventive healthcare services. During
the mass cleaning drive, approximately
300 kg of waste was collected.

Haworth employees worked alongside
local residents, demonstrating the
importance of collective action and
community participation in maintaining a
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clean environment.

Two local community members also
voluntarily shared their experiences and
encouraged fellow villagers to practise
proper waste segregation, avoid littering
and keep their surroundings clean.

| was very happy that my village

was selected for this programme.

The awareness session helped me
understand the importance of keeping
our surroundings clean and properly
disposing of household waste.

| also appreciated the health camp,
which benefited many elderly people
through health check-ups. | hope
similar programmes will be organised
regularly in our village.

— Raniammal, Villager
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Dignitaries performing a tra

Gau Pooja and feeding Agathi Keerai to
nearly 120 abandoned cows sheltered at
Sevalaya’s Gaushala.

=0

Staff planting 20 saplings, including
Poovarasu, Hibiscus and Lemon, as part of
a tree plantation drive at Sevalaya.

Sevalaya kids at
Raindropss annual day

Sevalaya students V Manikandan and V
Kanishka participated in the Ramp Walk
at the 15" Annual Day Celebration of
Raindropss Charity Foundation, held at
VGP Heritage Resorts on 16 Aug 2026.

Health & Care for senior
citizens

A special medical camp was organised
at Sevalaya’s Saraswathi Sairam Senior
Citizens' Home, Selai, on 25 Jul 2026
by Govarthanam, Former Panchayat
President, and his family. Dr Haritha
and Dr Visali provided medical check-
ups and consultations for all the
elderly residents, while the family also
sponsored a special meal.
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Independence day |n|t|at|ve by Alumni - 101 units of blood donated

Sevalaya celebrated India’s 80"
Independence Day on 15 Aug 2026 at
its Kasuva Centre with the celebrations
organised by Aalam Vizhuthugal -
Sevalaya’s Alumni Association.

Dr J Hemalatha, Educationalist, Author
and Community Champion, graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest along with
her husband Raghu and hoisted the
National Flag. Sevalaya alumnus

R Abinesh participated as a special guest.

As part of the celebrations, the Alumni
Association organised a blood donation
camp, where 101 units of blood were
donated by parents, alumni, volunteers,
Community College students and
members of the local community.
Speaking at the event, Dr Hemalatha said
that the best way to honour the freedom
secured by our forefathers is to take the
country forward and highlighted that a
nation’s progress should be measured
not only by its income but also by the
happiness and well-being of its people.
She said Sevalaya also contributes
towards building a developed India.
She administered three pledges to the
students: “I will always be truthful; |
will help others at least once a week;
and | will always keep my surroundings
clean and happy.” She also appreciated
Sevalaya’s practice of bringing children
and elders together in its Homes and
expressed happiness at seeing the
alumni come together to organise the
celebration.

Zamin Endathur, Chengalpattu

Chief Guest Dr J Hemalatha addressing the students. From L to R: Sevalaya Murali,
Bhuavaneswari Muralidharan, Raghu, R Abinesh, N Annapurna.

Raghu thanked Sevalaya and shared

his recent experience of recording a

flute video performance at Sevalaya’s
Gaushala. Abinesh, a Sevalaya alumnus
currently working as a Cardiac
Technologist, shared how Sevalaya
supported his higher education. He noted
that Sevalaya supports higher education
for academically performing students and
said that Sevalaya alumni are now coming
together to support the education of
current students.

Ravanasamudram, Tenkasi

Sevalaya alumni presented various
cultural performances.

Independence Day was also celebrated
across Sevalaya’s 66 centres, including
Ambattur, Chengalpattu, Dharmapuri,
Gudalur, Kancheepuram, Thanjavur,
Tenkasi and Tiruvallur, with students,
staff, beneficiaries and members of
local communities participating in the
celebrations.

Pattinapakkam, Chennai

Chief Guest: Chandrika Kuberan, Past
President, Inner Wheel of Madras Cosmos

Dharmapuri

Chief Guest: G thakiraman, Proprietor,
Sri Ezhumalai Fuel Park

Thanjavur

Ch/ef Guest Dr Ch/dhambaranatha P//Ia/
President, Lions Club of Kadayam

Ambattur, Chennai

Chief Guest: JFD Nirosha Anbu, President,

JCI Dharmapuri

Uthiramerur, Kancheepuram

Chief Guest: R Ramesh, Ditrict Secretary,
Thanjavur West, Tamizhaga Vetri
Kazhagam

LOVE ALL SERVE ALL

Chief Guest: P Ezhil, Co-Founder & Head
of Risk and Technology, Mbox Financial
Advisory Pvt Ltd

Chief Guest: B Balaji, DGM - HR, Ohmium
Operations Pvt Ltd
Continued to page 5
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Rajnikandh -
A Journey of

Gratitude and
Giving

Born in Manapparai, Tiruchirappalli,
Rajnikandh grew up as the only child of
Jothibaskaran, a retired Bank Manager at
the Central Cooperative Bank and

Raja Kumari. Their values of sincerity and
responsibility shaped his outlook on life
from a young age.

He completed his B.E. in Computer
Science at RVS Engineering College,
Dindigul, from 1991 to 1995. He began
his career as a Software Engineer with
ANZ Information Technology in Bengaluru
before moving to Australia in 2001, where
he worked for a year. He later worked
with Standard Chartered in Singapore
before moving to Oracle Financial
Services. He then moved to the US in
2008 and returned to Chennai in 2012.
Today, he serves as Vice President at
Standard Chartered GBS, leading a team
of around 50—-60 professionals.

Rajnikandh's journey with Sevalaya

I »

First NGO to join 13 Tamil Nadu battalion NCC

Sevalaya’s first National Cadet Corps
(NCC) Unit was inaugurated on 27 Jul
2026 at Kasuva. Col Tushar Pandey,
Commanding Officer, 13 Tamil Nadu
Battalion NCC, inaugurated the unit and
the new NCC Room. He appreciated
Sevalaya’s service to society and
highlighted that Sevalaya is the first
charitable organisation to be enrolled in
his battalion.

He said the NCC team carefully assesses
a school’s infrastructure and accessibility
before approving a new unit, and
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began in 2013 during a CSR visit with his
colleagues. Taking part in Bharathiyar
Day celebrations and interacting with
the children and senior citizens created a
deep connection with the organisation.
He was impressed by the care, discipline
and dedication shown by the Sevalaya
team.

Since 2018, he has been supporting
Sevalaya every year in memory of his
loved ones by sponsoring breakfast and
Gau Pooja. In 2020, through Rajesh,
Senior Officer, Donor Relations, Sevalaya,
he also started sponsoring the education
of school children. The regular progress
reports, photographs and drawings sent
by the students bring him immense joy
and strengthen his bond with them.

He appreciates Sevalaya's sincere efforts
in providing free education, food and
care to over 2,000 children every day.
He believes that while financial support

Sevalaya was recommended despite its
rural location because of its service to
underprivileged rural children. The first
batch of 25 NCC cadets from Stds VIIl and
IX were congratulated and encouraged
to make full use of NCC opportunities
and prepare for the ‘A’ Certificate
Examination next year. Col Tushar Pandey
also congratulated Sri Vaishnavi Devi K,
Sevalaya’s NCC Coordinator (CTO), for
representing

Tamil Nadu at the Republic Day Camp in
New Delhi.

is valuable, volunteering time and

effort creates an even greater impact.
Inspired by his experience, several of
his colleagues have also become regular
donors.

Rajnikandh is married to Shalini, and they
have two daughters. In his free time, he
enjoys reading books and listening to
music. He also hopes to visit Sevalaya
with his family soon.

His message to today's youth is simple:
"The younger generation has great
potential and a positive mindset. If they
stay focused and avoid distractions,
they can achieve great things while
contributing to society."

He concludes by saying, "l wish Sevalaya
continues its wonderful service for many
years. | will continue to support the
organisation and encourage my friends to
be part of this meaningful journey."

85 students visit
andalur 200

0
W

Sevalaya students from UKG to Std XlI
enjoyed an educational visit to Arignar
Anna Zoological Park, Vandalur. With
85 students and 4 staff members, the
trip was sponsored by the Rotary Club,
which also arranged safe pick-up and
drop-off, along with breakfast, lunch
and refreshments. Students explored
the zoo and learned about a variety

of wild animals, making it a fun and
memorable experience beyond the
classroom.

SEPTEMBER 2026




Kadayam school renamed in honour of Chellamma Bharathi

The Chathiram Bharathi Girls’ High
School, Kadayam, has been renamed
Kadayam Chathiram Chellamma Bharathi
Girls’ High School to honour Chellamma
Bharathi, wife of Mahakavi Bharathiyar
and a cherished daughter of Kadayam.
This took place at Kadayam Chathiram
Bharathi Girls’ High School on 23 Jul 2026
The new nameboard was unveiled by
Kannappan, Director of School Education,
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in the presence of Thyagi Lakshmikanthan
Bharathi, who presided over the event.

Sevalaya has been preserving the
Bharathi-Chellamma legacy through
several initiatives, including a statue of
the couple, a Learning Centre named
after them, murals depicting their lives at
Keezhakkadayam Railway Station and the
celebration of their wedding anniversary
on 27 June every year, since 2019.

World tribal day: Blankets & sewmg mchrnes distributed

Sevalaya Nilgiris celebrated World

Tribal Day on 8 and 9 Aug 2026 at the
Theppakadu Elephant Camp, Mudumalai
Tiger Reserve, The Nilgiris.

R Vidyadhar (IFS), Field Director,
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, graced
the event as the Chief Guest. Forest
Range Officers Ramar, Sivakumar and

Bhaskar, along with representatives from
Mudumalai, also participated.

As part of the celebrations, free sewing
machines were distributed to 5 tribal
women to support their livelihoods.
Blankets were distributed to more than
100 tribal residents of Theppakadu.
The event also featured traditional art
and cultural performances showcasing
the rich heritage of the tribal community.
More than 200 people, including

tribal residents from Theppakadu

and surrounding areas and tourists,
participated enthusiastically in the
celebrations.

Students showcase 60+ prorects on agrrculture & women farmers

Sevalaya organised a science exhibition
on 12 Aug 2026 at its Kasuva centre, as
part of its annual observance of the UN
International Year.

The United Nations has declared 2026 as
the International Year of Rangelands and
Pastoralists and the International Year
of the Woman Farmer, which has been
adopted as the theme at Sevalaya.

The exhibition was inaugurated by

V Ezhilarasi, District Child Protection
Officer, Tiruvallur, with K Sumathi,
Agriculture Officer, Eekkadu, also
participating. Students from various
government and private schools in
Thiruninravur took part in the exhibition,
which was open to school students and
the public until 15 August.

More than 60 science projects and
models were displayed by Sevalaya
students from Std IV to XI. The projects
focused on themes including the

history and future of agri-food systems,
achievements of women farmers and the
challenges they face.

Addressing the students, V Ezhilarasi
LOVE ALL SERVE ALL

Student explaining the harvesting techniques to V Ezhilarasi, Chief Guest.

encouraged them to approach every

task with dedication and highlighted the
importance of education. She also urged
parents to guide their children, help them
understand right and wrong and spend
more time with them.

Sharing her personal connection with
Sevalaya, she recalled visiting the
organisation 20 years ago as a college
student for a 10-day NSS camp, which
inspired her to serve society.

Sumathi K spoke about various

8

government schemes of the Agriculture
Department, while parents also shared
some of the farming practices followed in
their communities.
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Mahadev Desai - 36

(Source: “The Fire and the Rose” by Narayan Desai)

Mahadev gives a description of an
interview with Gandhiji. Gandhiji was
sitting in the terrace and writing. An
old man was taken upstairs as soon as
Gandhiji was free to see him.

The neatly dressed old man placed
before Gandhiji ten neatly arranged
wads of currency notes and said, “Tis is
for the poorest and the most deserving.
You know them better than anyone
else”

Gandhiji: That is very good. But how may
years savings does that mean?

“Many years. But | sent a hundred for
the earthquake and a hundred to Assam;
and in Allahabad- four years ago, | gave
Rs 500/ for the peasants.”

“Oh! Then tell me what was your salary
and what is your pension and what were
you?”

“I was a school master. When | retired
after many years’ service my salary was
Rs 52/ per month. | got no pension, but |
was given a gratuity of Rs 2700.”

“And how long ago did you retire?”

“Five years ago.”

“And how much do you spend on your
own living?”

“Oh! My living! Hardly much.”

“But still one has to live. Tell me how
much?”

“A little dal roti does not cost much. | can
do with Rs 10/ a month. | have no one

to take care of. | used to have nephews
whom | supported and educated but now
I am free. | have also a Sanskrit school to
which | devote most of my time now. It

is a free school.”great thing. How | wish
everyone could learn that art from you.”

“So you saved a few thousands out of
your small salary and have been donating
it to the service of the poor.

“Yes Mahatmaji, | have spent very little
on myself and | have often been able to
give away what | had to the poor.”

Admiring his patched clothes which did

not need to be supplemented by shawls
or blankets Gandhiji asked, “And where

did you get this Khadi?”

“It is home -made khadi.”

“You make me envy you.”

SEVALAYA FOUNDERS’ USA OUTREACH VISIT

As part of an outreach visit to the US in September
and Bhuvana will engage with
communities and supporters to raise awareness about
work and explore opportunities for

2026, Murali

Sevalaya’s
. collaboration.

Interested in hosting or supporting
an interaction in your city?
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“I have still some savings left Mahatmaji”
said the old man his face suffused with
the joy of giving.

“I shall bring all that some other time. |
do not know where to give the money.
I know you, and you know the poorest
who deserve help. “

I”

“I am deeply thankful.

To be continued...

l The Sovalaya USA Team
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To support us visit: sevalaya.org/donate
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