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Komatsu’s triple support
Destitute women, tribal children and Sevalaya elders benefit
Japanese multinational Komatsu has 
come forward to support multiple 
initiatives with Sevalaya. The company 
has funded the refurbishment of 
various facilities at Sevalaya’s 30-year-
old Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa Old 
Age Home at Kasuva.          

Komatsu has also funded 100 sewing 
machines for destitute women living 
near Sunguvarchatram, Kanchipuram 
District. The third area to benefit 
from the largesse is education in the 
predominantly tribal communities 
of a couple of villages in Gudalur,          

Nilgiri district. The implementation 
partner is Sevalaya Group organisation, 
Sevalaya Samaritan Gramodharan 
Samithy which runs a hospital                                 
primarily to serve the tribal 
communities of the region.

As a part of its CSR initiative, Komatsu 
sponsored infrastructure support worth 
around ₹7,00,000 for Sevalaya’s old age 
home at Kasuva village at a function held 
on 26th October 2022.

Hiroshi Shirato, Plant Director, Komatsu 
India Private Limited gifted 15 steel cots 
with mattresses, 24 ceiling fans, 57 LED 
tube lights, 20 steel cupboards, a mixie,   
2 water dispensers, a washing machine, 
10 flasks, 4 vegetable cutters, 10 hot 
water kettles and, steel and brass vessels. 

Speaking on the occasion, Hiroshi, Plant 
Director, said that his company is engaged 
in a host of socially beneficial activities 
including tree plantation, renovation of 
ponds and supporting underprivileged 
people. “We are extremely happy to 

Making elders’ life easy

support Sevalaya’s Old Age Home to 
make the elders’ lives comfortable”, he 
said. He advised the students to seize 
every opportunity in life, work hard, 

Komatsu funds 2 Education Resource Centres: Story on page 2

As part of its CSR initiative, the Japanese 
company Komatsu funded 100 sewing 

Skilling rural women

Paari Sridattan, Deputy Plant Director at Komatsu distributes 100 sewing machines to 
underprivileged women

machines, worth ₹6,50,000, for destitute 
women living near Sunguvarchatram. 

be successful and give back to society.             
S Kailash, Senior Manager, HR and 
GA and Takahashi, HR Manager also                                                                  
took part.           

Sevalaya is the implementation partner, 
identifying the beneficiaries, purchasing 
the machines, and coordinating the 
distribution.

Paari Sridattan, Deputy Plant Director 
at Komatsu, distributed the sewing 
machines on 22nd October 2022. He said 
that Komatsu was happy to partner with 
Sevalaya in serving the underprivileged. 

Takahashi, HR Manager, expressed his 
hope that this donation would help the 
women improve their quality of life. 

From L to R: Sevalaya Murali, S Kailash, Hiroshi Shirato, Takahashi with the articles 
gifted to Sevalaya old age home
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As a part of its CSR initiative, Komatsu, 
partnered with Sevalaya Samaritan 
Gramodharan Samithy (Sevalaya SGS) 
and sponsored 2 Education resource 
centres in Kallachil and Bennai villages in  
Gudalur, Nilgiris Dt. 

For each centre Komatsu has sponsored a 
smart board with an internet connection, 
10 sets of desks and benches, 10 chairs, a 
library rack, a steel cupboard, and library 
books worth ₹15,000. 

Komatsu is also sponsoring the 
staff salary and evening snacks 
for the children attending the 
centre. At a function held on                                                                     
2nd November 2022, S Kailash, Senior 
Manager HR and GA, inaugurated 
the first tuition centre in Kallachil 
village, Panthalur Taluk, Gudalur. The 
resource centre in Kallichal village 

is located in a Panchayat building 
which was fully whitewashed and 
spruced up by the volunteers from the 
community.

S Kailash, Senior Manager HR and GA, 
Komatsu India Private Limited said that 
his company “was happy to partner 
with Sevalaya, inspired by Bharathi, 
Gandhi and Vivekananda, in reaching 
such services to the needy in remote 
villages”.

K T Surendar, a community leader, 
participated in the function. He 
thanked Komatsu and Sevalaya SGS 
for creating the educational facility 
in the village, which promises great 
benefit the new next generation.                                              
C Narayani, Union Councillor and many 
villagers and children participated            
in the function.

The second Education Resource centre 
was inaugurated at Bennai village.  
The whole village wore a festive 
look. 

Traditional tribal music was played 
welcoming the Guests. C Vasu, a 
local community member, has kindly 
offered his two houses in the village to 
accommodate the resource centre in   
this village.

Union Councillor Anitha Ramesh 
Puthurkadu, G Meenakshi, President of 
the School Management Committee, 
A K Rajendran, Vice President of 
the Folk Music Artists Association, 
A Sabadu, Social worker and local 
auto driver A Kumar participated 
in the function and offered their 
congratulations.

Graduation day 

Sevalaya's Community College, Gudalur 
organized a ceremony for awarding 
certificates to 38 students who 
completed training in tailoring and                                                                         
free sewing machines to 16 
underprivileged students. The funtion 
was held at Janaki Ammal Wedding Hall, 
Gudalur on 29th October 2022. 

The Special Guests were Girija Sudhakar 
Ram, Director and Trustee, Pavitra 

Foundation, Mumbai, and Vennila,          
3rd Ward Councillor, Gudalur. Vennila 
advised the women to learn tailoring by 
enrolling for the free training programme 
offered by Sevalaya. She also said 
Sevalaya, in addition to free training, is 
also empowering you by providing free 
sewing machines. You should set up 
your own tailoring unit and become an 
enterpreneur." 

Painting by staff

The staff at Gudalur centre took up the 
job of painting the Sevalaya's Samaritan 
Hospital, Gudalur as well as the resource 
centre at Bennai village on October 2022. 

This resulted in saving of ₹1 lakh towards 
painting charges.

Girija Sudhakar Ram congratulated the 
women who successfully completed the 
tailoring course. She also encouraged 
them to make use of the skill to develop 
and achieve success in life.

S Kailash handing over blanklet to a tribal 
woman

Sevalaya Murali, Girija Sudhakar Ram and Vennila with students of Sevalaya 
community college.
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Quality month celebrations

Sevalaya has been celebrating Quality 
month for the past two years. This year 
also various competitions were held 
across all centres of Sevalaya, in the 

theme of Quality. 

The competitions included Slogan writing, 
Photography, Essay Writing, Kaizen and 
5S presentation, Quiz and Poster making. 
Special jury was allocated for each 
competition to select the best entries. 

The Quality month celebration event 
was held on 26th November 2022. S 
Rajagopalan, CEO, Ashley Alteams 
India Ltd, was the Chief Guest of the 
event. The event started off with a 
cultural programme presented by                         
Sevalaya students. 

Beach cleaning drive by EXL Volunteers

EXL Service, Chennai as a part of its 
CSR activity, partnered with Sevalaya, 
to conduct a cleanup drive near Light 
House in Marina beach, Chennai on 26th 
November 2022. 95 employees from EXL 
Service, 50 staff of Sevalaya and students 
of Sevalaya's Gayathri Vocational Centre 
at Pattinapakkam participated in this 
event.

Sevalaya students presented a mime on 
deforestation and its ill effects. The event 
started by grouping the employees and 

students into 5 teams. They were given a 
pair of gloves, masks, garbage covers etc 
to pick up trash. Each team was allocated 
a area and told to pick up plastics, paper 
and bottles etc. Finally, all the collected 
trash was gathered at a point and picked 
up by the cleaning staff from Chennai 
Corporation.At the end of the event 
refreshments were distributed. 

Prasanti, Vice President, EXL Service 
thanked Sevalaya for organizing 
the clean-up drive and appreciated 

Sevalaya students who woke up early to 
participate in the event. Venkatesan, Sub 
Inspector, from D5 Police station, Marina 
beach said that we should keep our home 
as well as our area clean. Staff of Chennai 
Corporation administered a pledge to                             
all the participants, to segregate 
the waste in source, to keep the city 
and the house clean and to save the 
environment. Payal Chhabria, EXL Service 
and Muskan Jain, Senior Manager(Global 
Corporate Social Responsibility Lead), EXL 
coordinated the event.

HC Intellect fulfills wishes of children

HC Intellect Director Raj Ganesh, with 
his team heads, visited Sevalaya's Kasuva 
centre to celebrate Childrens day, on    
19th November 2022. 

Earlier, as a part of Daan-Utsav 
celebrations, Sevalaya had placed a wish 
tree at HC Intellect, Tharamani, Chennai. 
The staff of HC Intellect decided to fulfill 
the wishes of 157 students of 1st Std. The 

employees purchased gifts for all 157 
students of Std I. The gifts were handed 
over to the children at the Childrens Day 
celebration.

A cultural program was presented by the 
Sevalaya students. Raj Ganesh with his 
team enjoyed the program and promised 
to visit Sevalaya again. Bradley Jones, 
VP of HC Intellect who joined from the 

USA, via online call said that he is eager 
to visit Sevalaya and meet the children in 
a few weeks' time. Nancy Diana - Head 
of Coding, Bruno Irudayaraj - Head 
of Corpcomm, Senthil - Devops Lead,     
Stalin - Principal Engineer, Anudeep - 
Head of Finance, Gopi - Designer, Shake 
Basha - Medical Coder, Ravi - Medical 
Coder and Dhivya - Head HR participated 
in the event. 

Rajagopalan congratulated Sevalaya                
for implementing many quality initiatives, 
just like the corporates. Finally, he 
distributed prizes to the winners of              
the competitions.
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Gift compassion programme through schools and colleges

SI
no

Date School Represented count
(Students + Teachers)

1 5th October 2022 Mahalakshmi Vidya Mandir, Avadi 28

2 10th October 2022 VGN Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Avadi 3

3 12th October 2022 Vivekananda Vidyalaya, Thiruninravur 32

4 14th October 2022 Bhaktavatsalam Vidyashram, Korattur 28

5 19th October 2022 Shree Niketan Patasala, Thiruvallur 72

6 19th October 2022 Alagappa School, Purasaiwakkam 12

7 20th October 2022 G K Shetty Vivekananda Vidyalaya, 
Ambattur 2

8 21st October 2022 GT Vidhya Mandir, Vadamadurai 260

9 21st October 2022 SA College of Arts & Science, Avadi 61

10 4th November 2022 Velammal Vidyalaya, Avadi 39

Gift Compassion is a programme 
conducted as a part of Daan-Utsav 
celebrations. Under this programme, 
students from many urban schools visited 
Sevalaya’s Mahakavi Bharathiyar Higher 
Secondary School, Kasuva centre in the 
months of October and November. The 
visiting school students presented gifts 
to Sevalaya students and also donated 
stationery items, provisions, etc., to the 
organisation. 

The programme gives an opportunity 
for urban students to interact with 
underprivileged children. It also 
inculcates the values of empathy and 
sharing in them. The students from rural 
areas got an opportunity to interact with 
the urban school students. The rural 
urban divide blurred and new friendships 
were forged.

25 Sevalaya winners at Bhumi Nakshatra competition

Sevalaya school students participated 
in the Nakshatra 2022 competition 
conducted by Bhumi in Kumara Raja 
Muthiah School, Auditorium, Adyar on 
29th October 2022. 

500 students from 35 NGOs participated 

in the competitions in 16 categories.  
They are rangoli, poster making, pot 
making, quiz, storytelling etc. 

Out of the 32 students who participated 
from Sevalaya, 16 won first place, 5 won 
second place and 4 came third in the 
competitions in which they participated. 
Sevalaya also won the title of "Overall 
Championship"

Sevalaya students practiced well with 
the help of teachers S Malarmathi,                   
P Thenmozhi and P Abirami. Students felt 
happy and excited to bring bags full of 
success to Sevalaya.

Sevalaya organized a Legal Awareness 
Camp with District Legal Services 
Authority, on 16th November 2022, 
at villages near Gudalur. More than 
100 tribals from Koovamula village 
participated and gave petitions appealing 
for the provision of basic amenities like 
water supply, proper roads, houses, 
community certificates, etc. 

Dr P Murugan Chairman/ District Judge, 
District Legal Affairs Commission, Nilgiris 
District, C Sridhar Secretary/ Associate 
Judge, District Legal Affairs Commission, 
Nilgiris District, and D Sivakumar Circle 
Legal Affairs Committee, Bandallur 
participated and spoke to the Kurumba 
tribals residing at Koovamula village.

P Murugan said that amongst tribals 
there is not much awareness about the 
illegality of child marriage. He added   
that parents should ensure that their 
children do not get addicted to narcotics 
as it leads to several health issues 
including kidney failure. V Muralidharan, 
Founder of Sevalaya spoke about the 
services rendered by Sevalaya since the 
past few years.  

Legal aid services
90 petitions were hand overed to the 
Judges and advocates in the camp. 
District Legal Services Authority 
distributed blankets, provison kits, 
and plastic buckets. Sevalaya donated 
provision kits which included rice, 
rava, cereals etc to the tribal people of 
Koovamula.
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Childrens day celebrations across the locations
Kasuva

On 14th November 2022 Childrens day 
was celebrated in Sevalaya's Mahakavi 
Bharathiyar Hr Sec School. Lion N S 
Sankar, International Director, Lions clubs 
International, Trustee, Secretary Lions 
clubs International foundation was the 
Chief Guest.

N S Sankar said,'' There is no such thing 
as failure. We must be confident that we 
will succeed. Even if we fail, we should 
take it as a learning. Bharatiyar, Jesus 
Christ, Krishna, Mahatma Gandhi, Mother 
Teresa, all these great personalities 
followed the mantra of Love. So we 
should learn to be loving towards all."

Pattinapakkam

5 Staff from Thermax Limited, MRC  
Nagar Chennai, celebrated Childrens 
day at Pattinapakkam centre on                        
14th November 2022. 

Vinodhini- HR Business partner, Sululu 
- HR associate, Nikhil – Marketing head 
and Bhuvana & Usha – Marketing team 
from Thermax Ltd participated in the 
celebrations. A 15-minute session for 
the children on environment, followed 
by a quiz was conducted. A drawing 
competition was also conducted for 
the children. Prizes were distributed                
to the winners. 

Sunguvarchatram
V Vishwanathan, Proprietor of VVK 
Enterprises was the Chief Guest 
at the Children’s day celebration 
Sunguvarchathram centre. 

Uthiramerur
Dr D Lalith Kumar MD, Assistant Surgeon, 
Uthiramerur Government Hospital 
was the Chief Guest for children’s day 
celebration at Uthiramerur centre on   
17th November 2022.

Eraharam

R Thangamani, B.Sc, PGDCA, Proprietor, 
Anu Agency, Kumbakonam and Advisor, 
LIC of India, Kumbakonam was the Chief 
Guest for the celebrations at Eraharam 
centre on 14th November 2022.

Thirubuvanai
At the celebrations at Thirubuvanai, 
Puducherry, held on 16th November 
2022, K Rajasekar, Inspector of Police, 
Thirubuvanai was the Chief Guest.Zamin Endathur

S Rudresh Kumar, Campus manager,  
Jayalakshmi Narasimhan Vivekananda 
Educational Teacher Tranining &  
Research Institute, was the Chief Guest 
on the Childrens day celebrations at         
the Zamin Endathur.

Education Resource centre, Gudalur
SenthilKumar, DSP of Pandalur taluk 
was the Chief Guests at the Sevalaya 
Education Resource Centre, Kuvamoola, 
Pandalur Taluk, The Nilgiris on                      
14th November 2022.

Childrens day celebrations at govt hospitals

Sevalaya organized Childrens day 
celebration for children in the Paediatric 
ward at Medical College, Chengalpattu 
as well as Government General Hospital, 
Thiruvallur on 14th November 2022.

Sevalaya students entertained the 
children with a dance performance. 
They also distributed fruits and snacks              
to the children. 

The Chief Guests at Chengalpattu were                                                                        
Dr K Narayanasamy, Dean of 

Medical college, Chengalpattu and                               
K Amirthalingam, Plant Engineering & 
CSR, Renault Automotive India Pvt Ltd.

At Thiruvallur, A R Selvakumar, District 
and Sessions Judge ( Retd), Member state 
Human rights commission, Tamil Nadu 
(Retd.,) was the Chief Guest. Dr Arasi 
Srivatsan MD(OG), Dean, Govt Medical 
College, and hospital, participated 
in the celebrations. Mahender DCH, 
MRCP(UK) Paediatrician was the Chief 

Guest at the childrens day celebrations 
at the Government Hospital, Egmore on            
15th October 2022.

Biscuits and fruits were distributed to 
the children in the paediatric ward of  
Egmore GH.
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A window for hope, a dream that motivates

For someone who doesn't know her 
parents, it is remarkable that her smile 
never leaves S Akshaya. Her earliest 
memories are about her childhood in a 
hostel. Five years back, that hostel was 
shut down and Akshaya was among the 
girls shifted to Sevalaya home for girls, at 
Kasuva. She was in the 5th Standard then. 
She joined other girls in the basketball 
court and soon picked up the game. She 
showed speed and ball handling skills. 
Soon, just into her teens, she was so good 
that she was part of the School under-19 
team. She made up for her lack of height 
with accurate long shots and clever 
passing.

Athletics coach V Nithyanandam noticed 
Akshaya’s skills. And introduced her 
to pole vault. Thanks to a generous 
sponsorship of Hatley, Sevalaya now had 
access to equipment for different jumps. 
The lockdown period robbed her and 
other athletes many months of practice.

To make up, parallelly with basketball, 
she started investing more time in 
athletics practice. Akshaya was a member 
of the School’s 4x400 meters relay team 
that won at the Zonal competition. This 
small built girl topped in pole vault at 
the District competitions, in under 15. 
With the State competition in mind, 
she now focuses on her individual 
event of pole vault, strengthening her 

shoulders, spending time at the Gym. 
Her coach believes she can improve a 
lot by improving shoulder strength and 
technique.

She has a child’s dream of playing 
Olympics in Basketball, unaware of 
India’s world ranking. Her mission in life 
is lot more real and praiseworthy: coach 
disadvantaged children like herself. 

M Pavithra, along with her younger 
brother M Vignesh, joined Sevalaya 
in 2018. They do not remember their 
parents. They were both in a hostel in 
Thirumullaivayil that was closed down. 
They were both in the 9th Standard, when 
they were shifted to Sevalaya by the Child 
Welfare Committee. 

That changed things for both. In the 
compulsory sports hours, Pavithra picked 
up handball. Vignesh liked Volley ball. She 
grew tall to reach the current 175 cms.

She is 18 years, promising more height. 
Coach Nithyanandam ‘discovered’ her 
and introduced her to shot put and discus 
throws. Improving rapidly, Pavithra ended 
with silver in shot put at the District 
meet. She is also a member of the under 
19 handball team of Sevalaya that will 
play at the State meet. 

Unlike earlier days when she was a late 
riser, now she is up and ready for practice 
at 5.30 am. Nearly 3 hours of daily action 

Sevalaya’s sports talent search and 
nurturing programme, supervised by 
Physical Director A Sankarapandian, 
now supported by Sevalaya alumni and 
Asst Coach G Kavitha, has been greatly 
benefited by some thoughtful support.

The Gym, which has improved fitness 
and strength of the athletes, was 
sponsored by Petrofac Engineering 
Services in 2018. With Matexnet 
sponsoring Coaches for Athletics, 
Handball, Basketball and Volleyball, 
from April 2022, Sevalaya sports got 
another fillip. Donor Seetharaman 
Narayanan, funds all tournament 
travel and conveyance, as also 
nutritious food for the 168 chosen 
sportspersons, through 2022. 

What is sports? Is it trying to run the fastest one can? Is it attempting the longest or the highest jump? Or, is 
it throwing the shot or javelin the farthest? 

For orphaned girls such as Akshaya and Pavithra, sports is a lot more than defying the force of gravity.
has improved her appetite. Her great joy 
is to share with Vignesh their successes 
on the sports field. Of course, the brother 
and the sister encourage each other by 
saying that sports will help them get 
over a life with little else that cheers. 
She is overcome by emotions when she 
narrates this.

Pavithra has grown in confidence. She 
wants to become an IPS.

To Akshaya and Pavithra, sports 
is an elevator to exit the cruelty 
of fate. Sports promises freedom 
from a pitiable childhood. A 
window for hope. A dream that 
motivates. Both Akshaya and 
Pavithra are headed for the 
Tamilnadu State meet. 

No small achievement by two 
destitute girls!
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Diwali celebrations across the locations
Kasuva

On the occasion of Diwali, the Board 
of Directors and members from Jouve 
India visited Sevalaya’s Kasuva campus, 
Thiruninravur on 19th October 2022.

Sevalaya students presented a Cultural 
program. Subramanian Gopalan - CFO  
Head, Support Services, Jouve India was 
the chief guest. Hemanth, HR of Jouve 
India thanked Sevalaya for inviting him 
to celebrate Diwali with the children and 
asked the children to use the opportunity 
provided by Sevalaya.He wished the 
children and the elders a very Happy 
Diwali. 

Subramanian started off with a quote 

Zamin Endathur

Sunguvarchatram
C Michael Raj, President, Vadamangalam 
was the Chief Guest at the Diwali 
Celebrations held on 24th October 2022 at 
Sunguvarchatram centre.

Uthiramerur

At the Ambattur centre, R Govindan, 
Treasurer, WCSC SKY Yoga, Thiruvallur 
zone was the Chief Guest of the Diwali 
Celebrations held on 26th October 2022. 

Thanjavur
C Arivuselvan BBA, Rasi group of 
companies, was the Chief Guest at the 
Diwali Celebrations held on 22nd October 
2022 at Thanjavur centre.

Gudalur

“ Even the impossible can be done”.He 
said that two things are very important 
in life- Time and Focus. So he asked the 
children to use time wisely and increase 
their focus. Diwali celebration ended by 
bursting 10,000 wala crackers on campus.

Diwali festival was celebrated at Sevalaya 
Samaritan Hospital, Gudalur on 26th 

October 2022. Raghul,Partner, Hill              
Fresh Department,Gudalur was the 
special guest 

K Pandurangan, MBA, Human Resources, 
Senior Executive, Park Industries Pvt 
Ltd was the Chief Guest of the Diwali 
Celebrations held on 22nd October 2022 
at Uthiramerur centre. 

Ambattur

K Baskaran,Panchayat President, 
Netrambakkam, Chengalpet was the Chief 
Guest of the Diwali Celebrations at Zamin 
Endathur, on 22nd October 2022

Community college students visit IBM

Students visit to LatentView 

On 8th November 2022, 10 students from 
Sevalaya school visited the LatentView 
corporate office. S Ganesh, Director 

of LatentView along with his team 
interacted with the students. They  
conducted a session for the students 
on how to handle interviews. It was a 
interactive, fun session. The students also 
got a chance to go on a tour of the office.

LatentView has been supporting  the 
higher education of Sevalaya's school 
children who score 80% above in the Std 
XII board examination, since 2018.

Atal Tinkering lab visit 

On 7th November 2022, 35 students 
from Sevalaya’s Mahakavi Bharathiyar 
Higher Secondary School participated 
in Atal Tinkering Lab-Training organized 
by Smt Krishna Moolchand Maheswari 
from Vivekananda Vidyalaya school, 
Thiruninravur. 

Vasanth, co-ordinator of the event 
explained about the principles of 
electronics by connecting circuits 
based on methodologies like series 
circuit,parallel circuit, sensor street light 
and Traffic signals. The students enjoyed 
and learnt about circuits throughout      
the event.

of Sevalaya's Mahakavi Bharathiyar 
Community College, Kasuva, to visit their 
facility at Porur on 20th October 2022. 

Students learned more about the 
organisation, how to prepare resume 
and the interview process. The visit to 
the facility was very inspiring for the 
students and gave them an idea of the 
opportunities available for them.  Sevalaya thanks IBM for providing a 

wonderful opportunity to 29 students 
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Thillaiyadi Valliamma - (5)
Hearing of the incident, P.K.Naidoo and 
Thambi Naidoo were worried as to what 
would befall Valliamma. At this juncture 
news came to them that the policeman 
with whom Valliamma had an encounter 
came to her house an hour ago with 
a large number of people and was 
screaming for her. She was not at home 
and they had taken her parents away. 
The Naidoos were worried what would 
Valliamma do next. They must find her 
and take Gandhi to go with them to the 
Police Station.

When Valliamma entered the house, 
she found it was wide open and nobody 
was there. The neighbours told her that 
her parents were treated rudely and 
were taken away by a gang of ruffians. 
Meantime, Thambi Naidoo, Gandhi and 
H O Ally arrived on the scene told her 
that it was the police who had taken her 
parents away. The trio were proceeding 
to the police station and that she could 
accompany them.

At the Police Station, Gandhi was 
polite but assertive in his discussion 
with the officials. They had illegally 
detained an innocent couple and the 
repercussion would be bad. With a view 

to avoiding collision, he advised them 
to release them, as otherwise he would 
be constrained to escalate the matter 
to General Smuts. The officials knew 
Gandhi’s influence with General Smuts. 
Having no other option, they released the 
couple.

Valliamma had an aside with the 
comrades and told them that the official 
to whom Gandhi was talking courteously 
was the one who beat up the old man. 
She was none too pleased with the pacific 
stance of Gandhi. She expressed her view 
that some firm steps had to be taken to 
stop the menace. The three appreciated 
her firm determination. They had also 
noted her approach was non-violent 
and Dharmic. It was because of her 
parents, the Moodliars, who were active 
passive resisters. Gandhi, the Kaliyuga 
Yudhishtra he was, told her “Their Karma 
will manifest itself in the years to come.” 
Valliamma could not resist firmly telling 
him, “I am not prepared to suffer until 
someday their Karma catches up with 
them. The time is now. I am their Karma, 
and now I am knocking on their door.”

Valliamma was walking along in a lonely 
road in Johannesburg. She had a hunch 

that somebody was following her. 
Before she could react, the Policeman 
from whom she had earlier rescued 
Amod, confronted her. He gave her a 
hard slap. Blood was dripping down 
from her upper lip down the cheek. The 
attacker was grinning with delight, his 
fingers bunching as he readied himself 
for the next blow. At this juncture, a tall, 
hefty Zulu stepped between them and 
demanded of the cop to leave her. There 
was a heated discussion. As the two 
were locked up in a quarrel, Valliamma 
took the earlier”Durga Avatar“. The cop 
was reduced to a quivering coward. He 
virtually took to his heels. The Zulu was 
surprised at the turn. They exchanged 
information and at the end she invited 
him to her house and the rally being 
organized the next day. 

-To be continued.- 

(Source: “Agony of Valliamma” by Aziz Hassim)
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