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TN Governor's `3 lac gift to 200 Sevalaya kids

On 7th September 2019, 200 children 
of Sevalaya had a memorable day. As 
guests of His Excellency the Governor 
of Tamilnadu, Banwarilal Purohit, they 
attended a colourful function at the Raj 
Bhavan. They had tea with the host and 
received gifts from him.

The Governor had sanctioned grants to 
17 NGOs to meet the requirements of 
their children. Sevalaya received a grant 
of `3 lacs, benefitting 200 children. The 
grant was utilised to purchase 2 water 
purifiers and 25 ceiling fans for the 
Children’s Home, 200 school bags and 

200 educational kits each containing 5 
notebooks, and a pencil box with a pencil, 
pen, eraser and scale.

The articles were displayed by the NGOS 
in stalls and His Excellency visited all the 
stalls and interacted with the children 
and NGO representatives.

September 11th is a significant day in 
the lives of the ‘Trinity’ of Sevalaya - 
Mahatma Gandhi, Mahakavi Bharathiyar 
and Swami Vivekananda. It was on this 
day in 1906, the word Satyagraha was 
coined by Gandhiji in a gathering at South 
Africa. It was on 11th September 1893 
Swami Vivekananda delivered his famous 
lecture at the World Parliament of 
Religions, Chicago, USA. And it was on the 
same day in 1921, Mahakavi Bharathiyar 
passed away and attained immortality 
through his works. Every year Sevalaya 
conducts inter school competitions and 
prizes are distributed to the winners 
on BGV Day. Various competitions like 
oratorical, essay writing, poetry writing 
and drawing based on the themes from 
the works of the three great leaders are 
conducted. This year, Shilpa Prabhakar 
Satish IAS, District Collector of Tirunelveli 
was the Chief Guest at the BGV day 
function at Kadayam village in Tirunelveli 
District on 10th September 2019. 

Earlier competitions were conducted 
at 15 schools in Cheranmahadevi 

Shilpa Prabhakar Satish, IAS, District Collector, Tirunelveli with the winners of the 
competitions 

District Collector @ Bharathi Gandhi Vivekananda (BGV) Day   

Zone,Tirunelveli, in which 250 students 
participated. Prizes were distributed to 
the winners by the District Collector. 
The District Collector also assured to 
extend all support to Sevalaya’s initiative 
to erect Bharathi Chellammal statue at 
Kadayam in 11th December 2019. Sudalai, 

District Educational Officer, students 
from Chatram Bharathi Higher Secondary 
school, and prominent people from 
Kadayam village and Tirunelveli town 
participated in the function.
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Joy of giving: the way of life
Dear Friend, 

Wish you a very happy Diwali in advance! 

Diwali (the festival of Lights), one of the 
major festivals of India symbolizes the 
triumph of good over evil. As the festival 
approaches, there is a lot of celebration 
in the air, with people busily planning 
for the purchase of new clothes, sweets, 
savories. 

All the shops are flooded with new and 
novel varieties of clothes, sweets and of 
course crackers, to woo the people and 
make the occasion a memorable one! 

As donors and friends of Sevalaya, we 
are sure that you have included your 
extended family of Sevalaya also in the 
preparation of your Diwali celebrations. 

This extended family has 2100 poor, 
destitute village children and 75 poor and 
destitute grandpas and grandmas. 

These children get completely free 
education and are doing very well in 
studies. Many of our students who 
completed school education have taken 
up higher studies and many of them are 
fully supported by Sevalaya. 

The grandmas and grandpas as well as 
the residents of the Children’s Home 
which houses orphan and destitute 
children are given very tasty, healthy 
and nourishing food, proper medical 
attentionin an atmosphere of love, care 
and affection. 

We estimate at least `1000 as the 
expense for one person to celebrate 
Diwali. 

We need support from all of you to 
celebrate a grand Diwali at Sevalaya. We 
are sure that as in the previous years, 
with your unstinting support, the evils of 
poverty and destitution which plagued 
these 2175 residents will be successfully 
overcome. 

We invite you to join hands and help us 
celebrate this victory on the auspicious 
day of Diwali! 

Please do visit Sevalaya’s centres at 
Kasuva or Thanjavur on Diwali Day and 
join all our children and grandpas and 
grandmas for a grand celebration. 

Thanks & Regards 

Sevalaya Murali 
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Soft Skills training

Popular writer, orator and scholar 
Suki Sivam was the Chief Guest at the 
BGV day function at Kasuva centre on 
10th September 2019. He delivered an 
interesting and inspiring speech to the 
students. He advised the students to 
focus on the core values of each of the 
‘Trinity’ of Sevalaya - Bharathi’s love 
for the Tamil language and patriotism, 
Gandhiji’s Truth and non violence and 

Swami Vivekananda’s self confidence. 

Earlier competitions were conducted in 
46 schools in Chennai and Thiruvallur 
Districts in which 1200 students 
participated. Prizes were distributed to 
the winners at the function by the Chief 
Guest.

Chief Guest Suki Sivam with the winners of the competitions

Mahesh Natarajan, Senior Director, 
Capgemini and K Narayanan, Retd. 
Marine Engineer, have been conducting 
soft skills training for 40 students of Std 
XII. During the session on communication 
on 10th August 2019 and 24th August 
2019, interesting activities and games 
were conducted to improve vocabulary 
and memory. Plenty of opportunities 
were given to the students to frame 
sentences and describe situations/ 
incidents with confidence. The students 
enacted small skits and had a lot of fun 
during the session.

BGV Day at Kasuva Centre

Overseas Donors:

Account Name : SEVALAYA FCRA

Account No : 064993900000111

Bank : YES BANK

Swift Code : YESBINBB

IFSC : YESB0000649

Account Name: SEVALAYA

Account No: 029101000008743

Bank: INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK

IFSC: IOBA0000291

How to make a donation

Cash/ cheque favouring Sevalaya/ 
sweets, savouries/ crackers at our city 
office 

Direct remittance of funds

Indian Donors:

Account Name: SEVALAYA

Account No: 218601000134

Bank: ICICI BANK

IFSC: ICIC0002186
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Health & hygiene projects worth `50 lacs by Hyundai Glovis

A V Ramana, Vice President, HR & GA, Hyundai Glovis inaugurating the projects

250 rular community families are 
benefitted by Project Aadharam funded 
by Hyundai Glovis and implemented 
by Sevalaya to improve the health and 
hygiene conditions at Anna Nagar area 
of Thirukandalam village, Thiruvallur 
District. 

The projects include an RO purifier water 
plant with a capacity of purifying 1008 
liters of water per hour, a community 
toilet block consisting of 6 toilets for 

Hyundai Wia sponsors library building at Nathamedu village

Woo Hwan Jeon, Managing Director, 
Hyundai Wia dedicated a 700 sq ft 
building, housing a public library and an 
e service centre at a cost of `11 lacs, to 
the villagers of Nathamedu village at a 
function held on 9th September 2019. 

The building worth `11 lacs was 

Woo Hwan Jeon, Managing Director, Hyundai Wia inaugurating the library building

sponsored by Hyundai Wia. 

The library with a collection of over 2000 
books will be managed by a village library 
committee. Sevalaya plans to conduct 
regular competitions in the library to 
attract more students and youth to make 
use of the library.

Sevalaya, true to its name is a Temple 
of service. Greatest of all services is to 
provide education to the poor children. 
Sevalaya has provided many facilities 
like RO Plant, toilet facilities, medical 
centre and tuition centre for the poor 
villagers at Nathamedu. Latest addition 
is a public library which will be very 
helpful in developing reading habit 
among the children and youth. This will 
give them an opportunity to come up 
in life. 

Pugazhendhi G, Village Administrative 
Officer, Nathamedu

Our village lacked basic amenities. 
There are 200 families in our village. 
We had no clean drinking water. Open 
defecation is a big problem as there 
were no toilets. Now thanks to Sevalaya 
and Hyundai Glovis, we have proper 
toilets in the village with adequate 
water facilities. The RO plant provides 
us with clean drinking water. The solar 
lights installed by them makes our 
street safe during the nights.

I Manikandan, Villager

women and 4 for men, with adequate 
water and power facilities, 20 street 
lights powered by Solar energy, a 145 ft 
borewell with hand pump, solid waste 
management facility. Free breakfast is 
also provided to every day to 120 children 
of the Government Primary school in the 
village. 

Dedicating the projects to the villagers 
at a function on 5th September 2019, 
A V Ramana, Vice President, HR & GA, 

Hyundai Glovis, said that initiatives 
are aimed to benefit the villagers by 
providing basic facilities. Arun, Head CSR, 
Hyundai-Glovis participated and graced 
the occasion.
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Talk on Dr Muthulakshmi Reddy

Dr V R Devika on Dr Muthulakshmi Reddy

Dr V R Devika, Founder and Managing 
Trustee of the Aseema Trust, delivered 
a lecture on the life of Dr Muthulakshmi 
Reddy, an iconic personality, who had 
many firsts to her credit - the first 
girl from her village to study, the first 
woman doctor in India and the first 
woman legislator of the State Assembly, 
a crusader for women’s rights, founder 
of Avvai Home for Destitute girls, and 
the Cancer Institute. Dr Reddy was 
instrumental in abolishing the Devadasi 
system. 

200 staff members of Sevalaya attended 
the lecture which was very informative 
and inspiring.   

Chess competition in progress

5th September, the birthday of Sarvapalle 
Radhakrishnan, the first President of 
Independent India is celebrated as 
Teachers Day every year.

V S V Ramanan, Executive Editor of 
the popular tamil magazine, Kalki was 
the Chief Guest at the Teachers Day 
function at Sevalaya’s Kasuva centre on 
5th September 2019. He spoke about the 
important role played by the teachers 
in shaping the students, who are the 
future of the society, true to the adage, 
“The destiny of a nation is shaped in its 
classrooms” 

Silver coins were presented to all the 
staff members of Sevalaya in honour and 
recognition of their contribution in the 
service of the poor and destitute children 
and senior citizens. 

Books were presented to the staff 
members who celebrated their birthdays 
in the month of September.

16 year old Siddharth Hariharan from 
Dubai is a regular volunteer at Sevalaya. 
He introduced 3X3 Rubik’s cube to the 
students last year on his visit. 

This year Siddharth introduced 2X2 
and the Pyraminx. After just five days 
of learning and extensive practice, the   
duo V N Jagan and R K Joel Neptha, 
the Master Cubers battled it out in the 
Annual Sevalaya Cubing Challenge where 
they had to solve the classic 3x3, 2x2 and 
the Pyraminx. Jagan managed to solve 
all the three puzzles in a record 2 min, 
34 secs and 03 milli seconds and Joel 
finished in 3 mins, 04 secs and 98 milli 
secs.

In the 2x2 and Pyraminx unscrambling 
event Joel bagged the gold medal by 
solving the cube in just 39 secs, followed 
closely by Gayathri and P Lakshmanan 
who achieved it in 47 and 52 secs 
respectively winning the silver and bronze 
medals. 

In the Pyraminx Challenge Tamizharasi 
put the little triangles together in 1m 35s 
and 08 ms and and Gayathri in 1m 35s 
and 14ms fetching them their Gold and 
Silver. Umapathi, took home the bronze 

Pyraminax, Cubes and Chess 

V S V Ramanan, Executive Editor, Kalki, 
distributing silver coin to staff

Teacher's Day 
by finishing in 2m and 05 secs.

The most anticipated event of the 
day was The Vishal Memorial Chess 
Tournament. J Vishal, a student of 
Sevalaya, the boy who remained 
undefeated in chess sadly lost his battle 
to some unknown illness last year. 
Siddharth and his mother Sudha started 
the Vishal Memorial Chess Tournament, 
in his memory. 

The tournament was conducted in two 
phases - the Beginners’ Tournament 
and the Advanced Tournament. 
The contestants of the Beginners’  
tournament were children who had just 
finished a week’s training with Sidharth. 
The players in the Advanced tournament, 
added more to their knowledge from the 
previous year. 

Vishal, the boy genius, who was a 
constant in all the chess workshops 
that Sidharth had conducted in his 
previous visits was sorely missed. But, 
his spirit was seen in one boy who was 
seen pushing his wheel chair last year 
to the very tournament - Lakshmanan. 
Lakshmanan won the advanced 
tournament hands down followed by 
Jagan and Marimuthu. The beginners 
tournament had its moments with 
children learning to enjoy the game.It 
was finally won by Tarun.

Chess, like many sports is irrefutably a 
stress filled game. Very few people like 
Vishal take to enjoying it. At the end of 
the game, the children hoped that they 
had done justice not just to the game but 
to the lil whiz-kid who taught them how 
to love a sport. 
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Corporate volunteers participate in various activities

200 volunteers from Standard Chartered 
Global Business Services visited 
Sevalaya’s Kasuva centre on 24th August 

2019 to work in organic farm. While 
one team deweeded 2 acres of banana 
fields and moringa fields another team 

helped in the preparation of 100 kgs of 
vermicompost under the guidance of 
Sevalaya’s agriculture staff. 

Some of the volunteers brought 
their children also who also actively 
participated in clearing the weeds.

 “It was a nice experience for our team. 
We find there are lots of areas to do 
volunteering activities here and in the 
coming months we will continuously 
visit Sevalaya and take part in many 
activities.”

Sangeetha Panneerselvam, 
Volunteering Coordinator, SCGBS

TATA Communications 

As the part of DRIVE program, employees 
from TATA Communications volunteered 
their services at Sevalaya. 

on 16th September 2019, 60 students 
of Sevalaya’s Mahakavi Bharathiyar 
Community College, Kasuva, visited TATA 
Communications, Jayanth Tech Park 

facility. a team of 4 employees conducted 
sessions on time management, SWOT,  
employability skills and professional 
ethics. 

On 17th September, 96 associates from 
Tata Communications visited Kasuva 
centre. A team, wearing head cap and 
hand gloves and armed with paint 
buckets and brushes, painted the walls 
of the dining hall of 5000 sq. ft. The 
dining hall has a new, fresh look now. 
Another team cleared around 25 full 
bags of weeds that had grown in the 
organic fields in the recent rains. They 
also helped in digging out pits to plant 
coconut seedlings.

The volunteers spent 500 man hours in 
volunteering during the two days.

HSBC
On 14th September 2019, 25 volunteers 
from HSBC came to Kasuva centre for 
volunteering activity. 

One team made around 600 seedballs 
while another team deweeded the area 
in front of the dining hall.

8 associates from Ernst and Young 
Global Delivery Services, DLF, Chennai 
visited Sevalaya’s Kasuva centre on 16th 
September 2019. They interacted with 
the children and elders. Hemalatha 
Sarvesan, Executive Director/ Chennai 
EY Leader, Senthil, Senior Manager, 
and Radha Muralidhar, Manager said 
they would explore the possibilities 
of volunteering and partnering with 
Sevalaya for CSR projects.

Ernst and Young

Sevalaya USA participated in Sevathon 
2019, a fundraising event organised by 
India Community Centre, USA, providing 
a platform for local nonprofits to raise 
money for their causes. 31 registrants 
participated in this 5K/10K/Half 

Sevathon @ USA

Marathon/Yogathon event, supporting 
Sevalaya. Sevalaya volunteers at the stall 
explained to the visitors, the activities of 
the organisation in uplifting the rural lives 
by providing access to quality education, 
vocational training and medical services. 

Standard Chartered Global Business Services (SCGBS)
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A mother's solo 

fight

- Jaya M

"Sevalaya has 

changed 

my life"

- Manju R

M Jaya is the 40-year-old mother of two 
Sevalaya school children, and a cleaning 
staff here in Sevalaya for over eight years. 
She lives in a neighbouring village called 
Kaka Kandigai. 

Jaya is a true hero. Her poor background 
was not the only challenge in her life 
after her husband turned out to be 
an alcoholic and started beating her 
regularly. He is a brick worker who spends 
all of his income on alcohol. Hence the 
family had financial problems as well but 
that did not daunt her to do everything 
for her kids who also suffered in the  
situation. She decided to give her best 
to improve her children`s situation. 
She realised that financial dependency 
would not let her improve her and her 
children's life. It was then her friend told 
her about Sevalaya where education is 
free and some jobs didnot require having 
a degree. In 2011, Jaya enrolled her kids 

in Sevalaya and also applied for a job. She 
joined as Sevalaya’s cleaning staff.

Since then Jaya became an important 
staff member. She works very 
passionately and has dedicated her life to 
the organisation. Her daughter is studying 
in Std XII and wants to become a doctor 
and her son who is studying in Std X  
wants to become a professional handball 
player. Sevalaya became an important 
factor in the family`s life which made 
their dreams concrete. 

Her colleagues describe her as a very 
powerful and strong personality. Every 
day she comes and leaves with a big smile 
although her situation at home has not 

improved. Her plight, dealing with her 
drunk husband has never stopped her 
from spreading zest of life 

Jaya is a model in many ways. She shows 
that when life knocks you down you 
have the chance to get back up. She is 
a brave wife and a caring mother. Her  
situation is symbolic of many other Indian 
housewives -Suffering for only for one 
purpose: their children.

“My life has changed a lot since I am 
here. Sevalaya gave my children and 
me an unique chance to get out of the 
poverty. I want to work here until my last 
breath” she emphasises.

Manju R, born in a family of three, with 
one younger brother and one younger 
sister now works as a data entry operator 
at the Sub Register Office campus in 
Peramandur. Her father is a farmer and 
his economic status being very poor, 
Manju somehow managed to complete 
her college studies. She completed her 
B.Sc. Microbiology, but was unable to add 
computer knowledge to her degree. 

It was at this juncture that she came to 
know of Sevalaya’s Community college 
at Sunguvachathram offering free 
training. She joined the Computer trade 
and started to learn the all abouts of 
computer. She recollects Sevalaya staff 

who helped and guided her throughout 
the course. It was at the time of her 
exams her misfortune followed her. She 
was attacked by chicken pox and couldn’t 
appear for the exams.

After a month or so she recovered 
but was reluctant to re-appear for the 
exam. Geevitha A, Computer Instructor, 
Sevalaya motivated her to write the final 
exam. Encouraged by her words Manju 
wrote the exam well and was successful. 
She immediately got a job as a data entry 
operator She is very happy now and is 

thankful to Sevalaya for this living she 
bears today.

“I can’t forget Geevitha Mam in my life, 
without whom I could not have secured 
such a decent living. The computer 
course at Sevalaya has changed my life, 
daughter of a poor farmer into a data 
entry operator. Thanks to Sevalaya for this 
transformation. My parents especially my 
father is very happy on seeing me and 
sharing the family burden.” concludes 
Manju emotionally.
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Session on classroom management

40 teachers attended a training session by 
Aarti C Rajaratnam, a Master Practitioner 
and Trainer in Neuro Linguistic 
Programming (NLP) and an Innovative 
Curriculum and Education Design 
Consultant, at Sevalaya’s Mahakavi 
Bharathiyar HSS on 1st August 2019. Aarti 

Self defence workshop

Vijayalakshmi Sridhar, Founder 
Vijayalakshmi Educational Trust, 
conducted a self- defence workshop 
for 257 girls of Stds VI to IX on 
14th September 2019 at Sevalaya’s          
Kasuva centre. 

An accomplished dancer and teacher, 
Vijayalakshmi has designed this self 
defence workshop with some martial art 
techniques and trained more than 1000 
girls and ladies under a mission titled 
AGNI DEVATHAI. 

She was accompanied by Karate Master 
Kobujin Udhaya Kumar. 

The girls were taught how to escape 
from a stalker/ molestor/ eveteaser using 
simple techniques. The techniques were 
demonstrated and then the master went 
around correcting the students as they 
practiced the techniques.

“I learnt how to protect myself if some 
one tries to misbehave with me. This 
programme was very helpful. Now I 
am feeling more confident that I can 
take care of myself. I feel this training is 
necessary for all girls.

Yuvashree K, Std IX

gave practical solutions to the problems 
faced by teachers in classrooms, sharing 
her personal experiences as a teacher, in 
similar circumstances. The session helped 
teachers to understand the mindsets of 
young children/adolescents and how to 
effectively deal with them. 

Aarti C Rajaratnam addressing the teachers Naresh kannan an associate of HDFC 
and 20 of his friends have formed a 
team “Seyal” (Action). The team visited 
Sevalaya on 15th September 2019. They 
interacted with the elders and the 
children at the Homes. The team donated 
70 water bottles to elders and 200 
tumblers to the children of the Homes.

Seyal visits Sevalaya

Team Seyal with their gifts

243 children of Std VII and VIII had 
an interesting, stimulating/ educative 
day at the Standard Chartered Global 
Business Services (SCGBS) campus on                     
7th September 2019. The trip from the 
school to the venue itself was a new 
experience for many. After reaching      
the campus they were divided into 
groups and each group along with their 
volunteer mentors started working on 
the topics assigned to them. The next 2 
hours saw all of them fully engrossed in 
their activities preparing creative models 
or charts. The models and charts were 
then judged by the teachers and the best 
teams given attractive, useful prizes.

Project Day

Students displaying charts and models
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Review of the grievances
The European planters of Natal wanted 
only slaves. They could not afford to 
have labourers who, after serving their 
term, would be free to compete with 
them. The indentured labourers in Natal, 
found that if they grew only vegetables, 
they could earn good incomes, and that 
their earnings would be still better if 
they owned a small piece of land. Many, 
therefore, on the termination of their 
indentures, began to pursue some trade 
or other on a small scale. Various kinds 
of vegetables, which had not been grown 
earlier or grown in small quantities, were 
cultivated in abundance. The result was 
a fall in the price of vegetables. But the 
European planters did not relish as they 
now had competitors in a field in which 
they believed they had a monopoly. 
A movement was, therefore, set on 
foot against these poor time-expired 
labourers.

On the one hand the Europeans 
demanded more and more labourers 
from India, on the other hand they 
started an agitation to harass ex-
indentured labourers in a variety of 
ways. The movement assumed many 
forms. One set of agitators demanded 
that the labourers who completed their 

indentures should be sent back to India, 
and that fresh labourers arriving in Natal 
from that time forward should have a 
new clause entered in their indentures, 
must either compulsorily return to India 
at the expiration of their term of service 
or renewed their indentures. A second 
set advocated the imposition of a heavy 
annual capitation tax on the labourers 
who did not renew their indenture after 
the term of 5 years. The clear objective 
was to make it impossible for ex-
indentured labourers to live as free men 
in Natal.

The Government of Natal appointed a 
commission to look into the demands. 
The commission’s report went against 
the agitators as the demands were 
quite unfair, and as the presence of the 
ex-indentured labourers was clearly 
beneficial to the economy. But the 
Government of Natal put forth both 
the proposals to the Government of 
India, which rejected them outright 
as they would reduce indentured 
labourers to perpetual slavery. Natal 
became a self-governing Colony with a 
responsible government in 1893. The 
new Government of Natal proposed to 
Indian Government, the imposition of an 

annual poll-tax of twenty-five pounds, or 
three hundred and seventy-five rupees, 
on every Indian who had been freed 
from indenture. Lord Elgin, the then 
Governor-General of India, considered 
that the amount was excessive, and 
ultimately he accepted an annual poll-tax 
of three pounds, equivalent to nearly 
six months’ earnings on the indenture 
scale. The tax was levied, not only in 
the labourer but also upon his wife, 
his daughters aged thirteen years or 
upwards and his sons aged sixteen years 
or upwards. On an average a labourer’s 
family had 4 members - spouse and two 
children. Thus, as a general rule, every 
labourer was required to pay an annual 
tax of twelve pounds. It is impossible 
to describe the hardships that this tax 
entailed.

The Indians carried on a powerful 
agitation against this tax. Memorials were 
submitted to the Imperial Government 
and the Government of India, but to 
no purpose except for the reduction in 
the amount of the tax. What could the 
poor labourers do or understand in this 
matter? 

Vandalur Zoo Vitamin Angels

Vitamin Angels, a charity providing 
lifesaving vitamins to children under 
5 at risk of malnutrition, conducted 
a training programme on Vitamin A 
supplementation and deworming   
(VAS+D ) on 29th August 2019. Staff 
nurses S Kavitha and M Renuka attended 
the training. Study materials were also 
provided to the trainees. 

A team of 40 students of Primary section 
of Kidzee school visited the organic farms 
at Sevalaya on 6th September 2019. The 
staff of Sevalaya explained to the children 
about the harmful effects of chemical 
pesticides and manures and how 
organic farming is the best way to grow           
crops and vegetables. 

200 students of the Children’s Home and 
8 care takers went on a trip to Vandalur 
Zoo on 25th August 2019. The children 
were thrilled to see crocodiles, snakes, 
many species of birds, zebra, monkeys 
and wild animals like bear, the white 
lion and the white tiger. The trip was 
sponsored by Rotary Club of Madras 
Magnum.

Catch ‘em young


