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LatentView `8 lacs higher studies aid to 29 students

Alumni students with Rajan Sethuraman, CEO, LatentView, Poornima Shankar, 
Manager, Administration & Travel and Vivek, Manager, LatentView
29 students of Sevalaya who passed 
out of XII Std in the last two years were 
given scholarships for higher education 
by LatentView Analytics in a function    
on 21st August 2019 at Sevalaya’s 
Kasuva centre. Rajan Sethuraman, 
CEO, LatentView Analytics distributed 
cheques worth ` 8 lacs. Volunteers from 

LatentView have regularly interacted 
with students. They had held one-on-one 
career counselling sessions for them. 
They guided them to discover their 
interests and helped them choose the 
subjects for higher studies. “It is good to 
note that many students have chosen to 
pursue higher education in agriculture 

and commerce “mentioned Poornima 
Shankar. 

In addition to providing free education 
from primary to Higher Secondary, 
Sevalaya also makes efforts to partner 
with donors and arrange for scholarships 
for higher education of the students 
who complete Std XII, thus ensuring that 
they pursue a college education and 
are equipped to take up careers of their 
choice. 

My father is very sick and cannot go 
for any work. My mother works in the 
gaushala at Sevalaya. I could study only 
because of the free education provided 
by Sevalaya. Sevalaya has also helped 
me to pursue a college education, by 
giving scholarships. Without Sevalaya 
and LatentView, education would have 
been only a dream for me. I will study 
well, get a good job and take care of my 
parents.

Kavitha N, II year B.Sc Statistics, DRBCC  
Hindu College, Pattabiram

100 Standard Chartered GBS volunteers conduct Project Day

100 volunteers from SCGBS visited Kasuva 
centre on 27th July 2019 to conduct 
Project Day for the 120 students of Std 
VI. The Programme was coordinated by 
Easwar, Associate of SCGBS. 

The students were divided into 5 groups 
subject wise - Tamil, English, Maths, 
Science and Social Studies. Each group 
was further divided into 3 subgroups of 
about 6 students (3 boys and 3 girls). The 
groups were assigned projects on a topic 
related to the subject of their group. 
Each group was guided by 4 volunteers 
from SCGBS. The students made charts/ 
models on the topics assigned to them. 
For eg one topic assigned to Science 
group was volcanoes and the children 
were seen making model of volcano 
with enthusiasm. The concept of 
ascending and descending order was the 
topic assigned to Maths group and the 
students explained the same by arranging 
ice cream sticks.

At the end, the projects were presented 
by a student from each group. A team of 

4 volunteers assessed the projects, posed 
questions to the students and tested their 
understanding. Best Project from each 
of the 5 main groups was selected and 
prizes were awarded. 

It was a day of entertainment and 
education for the students. In addition 
to learning the concepts they also has an 
opportunity to make a presentation to a 
group and face questions.

Staff and students with Volunteers from 
SCGBS
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Joy of giving: the way of life
Dear Friends,

It is shocking to note that 99.9% of 
teachers have failed the teacher eligibility 
test (TET) this time. These are teachers 
who are already in service and teaching 
the same subjects day in and day out. To 
top it all, these teachers are producing 
90% results in the state in board exams of 
10th, 11th and 12th grades. How is this 
possible? If teachers themselves don’t 
know the subject, how come they are 
able to make the children understand the 
subject and get such good marks? Does 
it mean the whole exercise is just fooling 
people? Thousands of million Indian 
Rupees are spent on education from tax 
payers’ money and this is the output we 
get! 

Everyday it is reported in media that new 
classrooms have been constructed, new 
teaching methods have been introduced, 
smart classrooms opened, lot of teachers 
are recruited, uniforms given free, books 
given free, note books given free, food 
given free, transport free, everything 
related to education free in state run 
schools. And now a days, teachers are 

well paid also. But where is the quality of 
education?

It is also in the media that many state run 
schools are closed down as the strength is 
only single digit and hence these schools 
are getting converted into libraries. If 
everything is given free, why are people  
refusing to admit children in Government 
schools?

The matter is directly related to the 
future of our country. What are we going 
to do?

Sevalaya is addressing this issue in a very 
small negligible way, just in one school 
run by Sevalaya. But, as of now, we can 
do only in one school, as we have control 
only here.

Goals are defined at the beginning 
of the year and implementation is 
closely followed up. Increments and 
promotions are not automatic. There is 
performance review every quarter and 
based on the appraisal, the increments 
and promotions are decided. There are 
lot of in house training where various 
subjects are discussed. Teachers are 

sent to external training and this costs 
the organization a lot. They come back 
from training and implement what they 
have learnt new. Many experts from all 
over the world connect online and take 
classes. Many trips are arranged, many 
programs arranged for both teachers and 
children. Retired professors from IIT and 
other quality institutions come and take 
classes for our teachers. Many corporate 
volunteers come and take classes, do 
career guidance programs, motivational 
programs. Every week, there is a book 
review meet where a teacher discusses 
a book he/she read during the week. 
Children also do the same. Lot of reading 
is encouraged and prizes given. 

Extra-curricular activities are also 
encouraged like sports, music, dance, 
art etc. Many have got college admission 
under sports quota also. 

What Sevalaya has done in one school 
can be replicated anywhere.   

Thanks and Regards

Sevalaya Murali         
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Dr Muthulakshmi Reddy Women’s 
Association, a unit of Women’s India 
Association presented “Lifetime 
Achievement Award” to Bhuvaneswari 
Muralidharan, Hony Coordinator, 
Sevalaya, on the occasion of the 132nd 
birth anniversary of Dr Muthulakshmi 
Reddy on 30th July 2019 at a function 
held at MGR Janaki College of Arts and 
Science. The Award was presented by 
Padma Venkatraman, Chairperson of 
Women’s India Association.

Padma Venkatraman honouring 
Bhuvaneswari

Lifetime Achievement AwardSenior officials from HSBC volunteer

Students with Venkatraman Venkateswaran, Prasad Jayaram, Luthfiyah Khan, 
Subramanian Karpagam and volunteers from HSBC
Dinesh Prabhakaran, AVP - Administration 
and Facilities, Venkatraman 
Venkateswaran, GPO – Cost & 
Intercompany and Centre Head, Prasad 
Jayaram, SVP – ICO CoE, Luthfiyah 
Khan, SVP – Finance Operations 
and Subramanian Karpagam SVP – 
Finance Operations of HSBC along 
with a team of 180 volunteers visited 
Kasuva centre on 19th August 2019 and 
volunteered their services. Venkatraman 
Venkateswaran hoisted the National flag 
and donated 1500 notebooks, collected 
at the donation drive at HSBC, to the       
students of Sevalaya.

The volunteers divided themselves into 4 
groups and spread out to various areas. 
20 volunteers prepared charts to be used 
as teaching materials for V Std, in English, 
Tamil, Maths and Science, based on the 
textbooks prescribed. They involved the 
children also in this activity. 20 volunteers 
conducted a motivational session for 
the students of Stds VI and VII. 10 
volunteers interacted with the elders at 
Sevalaya's old age home. 130 volunteers 
were seen busy at the organic farms 
de weeding the garden and moringa 
fields, and feeding the cows with green                                 
grass, at the gaushala. 
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Guruvandanam at Thiruvaiyaru

Children singing at Guruvandanam Programme at Thiruvaiyaru

On 28th July and 29th July 2019, 4 children 
of Sevalaya and the music teacher 
Saraswathi Srinivasan, participated 
in “Guru Vandanam” programme at 
Thiruvaiyaru, the birthplace of Saint 
Thyagaraja, one of the Trinities of 
Carnatic music. The programme was 
organised by A C Ravi, convenor of Swara 
Bharathi, a Thiruvallur based NGO, with 
the objective of taking traditional carnatic 
music to rural children. 

100 people including the Sevalaya team 
and 5 more music teachers with students 
and parents participated in the event. At 
6 pm on 28th July, prayers were offered to 
River Cauvery with the children singing 

Raga Amirthavarshini for abundance 
of rains. On 29th July 2019, the whole 
day was spent in singing compositions 
including Saint Thyagaraja’s Pancharatna 
Krithis - select 5 songs which are 
considered as gems among his thousands 
of compositions at his Samadhi (tomb).

“I am very happy that students from 
Sevalaya along with their music 
teachers participated in the 7th Guru 
Pooja conducted at Thiruvaiyaru. 
The children sang very well. Kudos to 
Sevalaya for encouraging their stdents 
and providing them opportunities to 
learn traditional music”

A C Ravi,Convenor, Swara Bharati

Seeking Divine blessings

Thanks giving at Garbarakshambigai 
temple
5 staff members of Sevalaya along 
with their spouses made a trip to 
Thanjavur on 10th July 2019. They 
visited Garbharakshambigai temple 
at Thirukkarugavur, Kumbakonam. 
Garbharakshambigai, the presiding deity 
of the temple is traditionally believed to 
grant the boon of progeny and bestow 
blessings for a safe delivery for expectant 
mothers. It was a thanksgiving visit for 2 
couples, who were blessed with babies 
after their trip to the temple last year. 
The other three couple offered Prayers 
and sought divine blessings. 

The team also visited Poondi Madha 
Basilica of Our Lady of Lourdes at 
Poondi, near Thanjavur, the Big Temple 
at Thanjavur, Thanjavur Palace and King 
Serfoji’s Sarswathi Mahal Library, one of 
the oldest and best historical libraries. 

"Towards a sustainable future":

The 3 day exhibition in August is an 
annual event looked forward to by the 
students and teachers alike at Sevalaya’s 
Kasuva centre. Right from selecting the 
central theme, deciding on the topics 
and planning, making of models and 
preparation of charts students participate 
enthusiastically, guided by the teachers.

Students express themselves through 107 exhibits

“We thank Sevalaya for the 
opportunity given to our students to 
participate in the Annual Exhibition. 
The arrangements were excellent. 
The wide range of topics covered, the 
models displayed, puppet shows etc 
were very interesting. “

K P Prabha, BT Assistant, Science, 
Government Higher Secondary School, 
Thiruninravur. 

Mageswari Ravikumar IAS inaugurating 
the Annual Exhibition

This year the theme chosen was 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
prescribed by the United Nations.         
The Annual exhibition titled “Towards 
a sustainable future“ was open for 
3 days from 14th August 2019 to                           
16th August 2019. 

The exhibition was inaugurated by 
the Collector of Thiruvallur district 
Smt Mageswari Ravikumar IAS on 14th 
August 2019. She went around all the 
stalls, interacting with the students. 
Addressing the students, she highlighted 
the areas where students can contribute 
to sustainable development. She urged 
them to plant as many trees as possible 
and be conscious and avoid wastage of 
resources like water and electricity. 

The 107 displays dealt with varied topics: 
economy, education, gender equality, 
good health, environment protection, 
clean energy, waste management and 

global warming.  

Students from the Government High 
School in Pakkam and Kilambakkam, 
Government Higher Secondary School 
in Thiruninravur and Chinni Sriramulu 
Chetty Vivekananda Vidyalaya, Thiruvallur  
participated in this Annual exhibition and 
displayed their exhibits. 1500 students 
and 1000 villagers visited the exhibition. 
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Putli Ba Day : "No Alchohol", Students promise their mothers

Students taking pledge, holding their mothers' hands

Nearly 500 students made a promise 
to their mothers that they would never 
drink alcohol in their lives at the Putli Ba 
day function at Sevalaya, Kasuva centre 
on 5th August 2019. 

Alcohol is one of the main reason for the 
ills that plague the poor families. Most of 
the menfolk are alcoholics especially in 
rural areas. 

The money they earn is never spent on 
family. Many of them die at a young 
age due to excessive drinking. Domestic 
violence is very common. The children 
are affected psychologically. 

To create an awareness among the 
students and to ensure that they do not 
fall prey to this evil, Sevalaya has been 

organising Putli Ba Day for the past 4 
years. 

Putli Ba made her young son Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi, promise her that 
he would not touch wine, women and 
meat before she gave him permission 
to sail to England during August 1888,                   
for further studies. 

Hence every year on August 5th Putli 
Ba day is celebrated. The Chief Guests 
for the function were A S Sunder Raj, 
Senior Divisional Manager, LIC of India, 
and G Ram Mohan, Retd., Railway Safety 
Commissioner, Indian Railways and 
Gandhian scholar.

Ram Mohan, who sponsored the event, 
spoke to children about how Gandhiji 

kept up the promise to his mother 
despite the struggles and peer pressure 
he faced in England. He emphasised on 
the sanctity of a promise made. He then 
administered the oath to the students. 

450 students from Stds VIII to XII from 
Sevalaya’s Mahakavi Bharathiyar School, 
Government Higher Secondary Schools 
in Pakkam, Thiruninravur and Sevvapet, 
Dasars Higher Secondary School, 
Thiruninravur, Sriramulu Vivekananda 
Vidyalaya, Thiruvallur and 50 students 
from Sevalaya’s Mahakavi Bharathiyar 
Community College, participated in 
the event. T shirts with the message            
"Say No to Alcohol" were distributed to 
all students. 

Sevalaya students presented a cultural 
programme. Refreshments were provided 
to the students and their mothers. 

“If only my husband had taken a vow 
like this when he was young and kept 
it up, our family would not be facing 
many problem now. Life would have 
been much better. I am glad that my 
son is studying in this school where 
values are taught. I have hopes about a 
better future now…

E Ramya, M/o Abinash E R, Std VII 

Instagana music programme
7 members from Instagana Live! (IGL) 
an US-based NGO conducted music 
programme for elders and children at 
Sevalaya, Kasuva Centre on 28th July 2019. 
They sang movie melodies and bhajans. 

200 children and 30 elders from Sevalaya 
Homes enjoyed this musical feast. 15 
children from Sevalaya, played a few 
songs on the keyboard.  

Keyboard classes at Sevalaya are 
sponsored by Lionbridge technologies.

Inter school cultural fest 2019
33 children from Sevalaya participated 
in Parampara, GT Vidya Mandir’s Inter 
School Cultural Fest 2019, celebrated in 
honour of the Founder Chairman Shri.
Sanghvi Kantilal Doshi, on 9th August 
2019 and 10th August 2019. 22 schools 
participated in this event. 8 students 
of Std III were the winners of the folk 
dance competition held on 9th August 
2019, in which students from 12 schools 
participated. 

On 10th August 2019, Vasanthi V of 6th 
Std was the runner up in Cadre De Photo 
competition - creating of a photo frame 
with different materials.

Dance for a cause

Padanyaas School of Bharathanatyam 
Bangalore presented a Bharathanatyam 
ensemble, in aid of Sevalaya, on 14th 
August 2019 at Narada Gana Sabha, 
Chennai. Guru Shubhangi Bhalerao and 
her disciples danced to select songs 
of Mahakavi Bharathiyar. Ela Ganesan, 
Former Member of Parliament and 
Member of the National Executive 
Committee of Bharathiya Janata Party, 
Rajkumar Bharathi, great grandson of 
Bharathiyar and Chellammal and Isaikkavi 
Ramanan, Tamil Poet, orator and writer, 
Sundar, Chellamma's brother's son graced 
the event with their presence. Music programme by Instagana Members
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Independence Day celebrations across locations

The 73rd Independence Day was 
celebrated on 15th August 2019 across 
all locations of Sevalaya with much 
enthusiasm. The National Flag was 
hoisted and the martyrs, whose sacrifices 
won Independence for the nation from 
the clutches of the British Rule, were 
remembered. Many competitions 
were conducted in the neighbouring 
schools and prizes were distributed to 
the winners at the Independence Day 
celebrations.

Dr N Ravichandran, Retired Executive 
Director, Lucas TVS, hoisted the National 
flag at Kasuva Centre. 

A blood donation camp was organised 
at Kasuva on the day by the Alumni 
Association, in association with Chennai 
Blood Bank, coordinated by Lions Club 
of Chennai Muthamizh. D Manikandan, 
an alumnus of Sevalaya, now serving in 
the Police Department inaugurated the 
camp. Staff, alumni and villagers donated 
80 units of blood. The students presented 
a colourful cultural programme. The 
highlight was a song on national 
integration to which the tiny tots of the 
primary section danced.

At Puducherry
K Kathirvelan, Assistant Manager, Bajaj 
Finance hoisted the National Flag and 
spoke to the students about the suffering  
people went through during the freedom 
struggle to ensure that we live in an 
independent nation. 

N Latha, Panchayat Board Executive 
Officer, hoisted the National flag at the 
Community College at Utharamerur. She 
insisted that the freedom gained should 
be valued and used in the right manner.

At Utharamerur

At Sunguvarchatram 

At Ravanasamudram
The Chief Guest, Lion T Kumaresan, Retd 
Railway official, and President of Lions 
Club of Kadayam Bharathi hoisted the 
National flag at the Independence Day 
celebrations at Community college in 
Ravanasamudram.

At Ambattur
At Sevalaya’s Ambattur community 
college, Chief guest Dr P Kanagavel 
Director & Head, Scientist ‘E’ Skill 
Development & Training Division, 
National Institute of Wind Energy hoisted 
the National flag.

At Eragaram
Chief Guest Devandra Boopathy, Retired 
Military Officer hoisted the National Flag 
at the Independence Day celebrations at 
Eragaram centre.  

V K Raman, Plant Head, Padmanabhan, 
HR K Varadarajan, Quality Control 
Head from Hinduja Foundries were the 
Chief Guests on the Independence Day 
celebrations at the community college, 
Sunguvarchatram. V K Raman hoisted the 
National flag.

At Thanjavur 
Ex Serviceman Muruganandam hoisted 
the National Flag at the Independence 
Day celebrations at Thanjavur. in which 
around 50 people participated.
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A Maths teacher and a 

mentor for the alumni

- S Sumathi, 

HM In Charge

Home Maker turns 

bread winner

- Sutha P

"I have faced a lot of challenges and 
struggles in my childhood and when 
I see underprivileged children getting 
good, quality education here I feel happy 
to have got an opportunity to work at 
Sevalaya helping such students. Many 
of the alumni who are now holding 
good positions in reputed concerns 
have shared with me the role played 
by Sevalaya in lifting them up in their 
childhood from an almost hopeless 
situation in life. I feel blessed to have 
got this chance to be a part of this 
organisation and help many in my own 
small way" says, Sumathi, Assistant 
Headmistress of Sevalaya's High School.

A good, hardworking Maths teacher, 
she spends hours patiently guiding her 
students taking special classes in the 
morning, evening and during holidays. 
She focuses on slow learners and help 
them to clear the difficult Maths exam. 

She also leads the team Alam Vizhuthugal 
mentoring the alumni of Sevalaya. The 
team is the bridge between donors 
and students providing various kinds of 
support to the alumni. She also motivates 
alumni to come back to Sevalaya and 
give back in whatever way they can. She 
feels proud that the students understand 
what Sevalaya has given them and are 
ready to show their gratitude towards the 
organisation.

Sumathi's family supports her in all 
possible ways. Her husband who works 
in an automobile firm and daughter who 
is doing engineering, shoulder the house 
hold responsibilities enabling her to 
spend extra hours with the children. 

When Sumathi joined Sevalaya School as 
a teacher, there were only two sections in 
each class and the staff strength was also 
low. Now the strength has increased as 
also the activities and opportunities. 

“The quality of education and the 
opportunities provided by Sevalaya for 
the rural underprivileged are on par 
with the ‘elite’ city schools. Sevalaya has 
also helped me evolve in many ways. 
The various trainings have improved 
my skills. I learnt to use computer, only 
after I joined Sevalaya. Everyday new 
opportunities come our way. Sevalaya 
has touched and enriched the lives of the 
underprivileged children and its Staff” 
says Sumathi with pride.

Sutha P, daughter of a petty shop owner 
found it a struggle to complete 12th std 
due to the economic situation in the 
family. She has a younger sister and her 
father, with his meagre income could not 
afford to educate his daughters. 

Sutha got married to Palavesan, a lorry 
driver. Her son Mukesh is a differently 
abled child with a congenital heart 
problem. Mukesh underwent 2 surgeries. 
Sutha sold whatever jewellery she had 
and borrowed heavily for the treatment 
and surgery. The family reeled under 
debts. 

Though Sutha wanted to support by 
adding to the family income, she could 
not get any job as she did not have 
employable skills. It was then she heard 

about Sevalaya offering free training 
in basic computer applications at the 
community college in Ravanasamudram. 

“I joined the course and my life changed 
completely. I didn't even know how to 
switch on a computer. Our instructor Valli 
Karthika patiently taught me. Not only 
computers we also had value education 
sessions at the college. Kanchana Mam 
conducted a session on Bharathi, Gandhi 
and Vivekananda and spoke about 
self confidence. The session was very 

motivating. It was a morale booster for 
me. For the first time, I believed I could 
overcome my problems. 

I finished the course successfully and 
now I have got a job in Kalyani Photo 
Studio in Pottalpudur. I look after the 
administration as well as take photos, 
print them and attend to all the jobs. I 
am happy that I am able to contribute 
financially to my family and confident 
that we will come out of our debts soon.” 
says a beaming Sutha. 
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Remembering the Kargil Martyrs
The 20th Anniversary celebrations of 
Kargil Vijay Diwas was organised on 26th 
July 2019 at Sevalaya’s Kasuva centre by          
R Vaishnavi, V Prathiba, I Narmatha and V 
Janakiraman - alumni of Sevalaya . 

300 students from Stds VI to VIII 
participated in the celebrations. 
Vaishnavi, and Janakiraman, spoke to the 
students about the Kargil War - Operation 
Vijay- that took place in the year 1999, 
events leading up to the war, the bravery 
of Indian army, the decisive victory won 
and the martyrs who laid down their 
lives. 

Earlier, essay writing, oratorical and 
drawing competitions on the theme 
of Kargil war and a drama competition 
on the theme of Environment was 
conducted by the alumni in which 100 

students participated. The winners were 
presented tree saplings. This annual 
programme organised by the alumni aims 

to inculcate a spirit of national pride and 
patriotism among students.  

On a winning spree

Sevalaya’s Under 14 Basketball team were 
the winners in the Inter School Basketball 
tournament organised by Shree Niketan 
Paadasala, Thiruvallur on 3rd August 
2019. 8 schools participated in the 
tournament. Sevalaya’s P Lakshmanan of 
Std IX was selected as the Best Player of 
the Tournament and won a cash award         
of ` 5000 

On 6th August 2019, Avadi Zonal level 
Basketball Tournament was conducted 
by Sevalaya. Sevalaya team emerged 
winners at all the three categories viz.,  
under 14 boys and girls,under17 boys and 
girls, and 19 boys. 

The under 14 boys and girls teams, 
under 17 boys and girls teams and under 

19 boys Handball team of Sevalaya 
were the winners at the Handball 
tournament conducted by Jaigopal 
Garodia Vivekananda Vidyalaya, Avadi on           
19th August 2019. 

The tournaments are a part of the 
Republic Day Games and Bharathi 
Day Games conducted by the School 
Education department, coordinated by 
Government High School, Pakkam. 

Karthik Chakrapani of USA, a long 
standing donor of Sevalaya sponsored 
sports shoes, Jerseys and athletic spikes 
for the students. 

The sports initiatives of Sevalaya are 
sponsored by Lionbridge Technologies.

Basketball match in progress

Sevalaya at District Level Committee

S Dinesh with other members of the One 
Stop Crisis Team, Thiruvallur
S Dinesh, Head of Vivekananda Unit, 
Sevalaya, has been selected as a 
member of the "One Stop Crisis Team” 
of Thiruvallur District. The committee 
comprises of senior officials from 
Judiciary, Police, District Administration, 
Labour, Social Welfare Department 
and a trained Social Worker from NGO 
sector. The main objectives of the 
committee are creating awareness about 
the issue of human trafficking and the 
legal recourse available and ensuring 
that the rehabilitation schemes by the 
government reach the victims.
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Indians enter South Africa
The English who arrived in South Africa 
settled at Natal. They found that excellent 
sugarcane, tea and coffee could be grown 
in Natal. Thousands of labourers would 
be required in order to grow such crops in 
a large scale. But they were handicapped 
by the want of a stable labour force. 
They requested the Government of India 
for help by way of supplying labour. The 
Government complied with their request. 
The first batch of indentured labourers 
reached Natal on 16th November 1860. 
Mark this date. But for the event on 
this date, there would have been no 
Indian settlers in South Africa. No need 
for Sathyagraha Perhaps, no scope for 
the discovery of the Mahatma in the 
Barrister Gandhi. Gandhiji states that 
the steamer which carried the labourers 
to Natal carried with them the seeds of 
Sathyagraha.

No thought was given to the question 
as to how the illiterate labourers who 
had gone to a distant land were to seek 
redress if they had any grievances. No 
thought was given to their religious needs 
or to the preservation of morality. In 
fact, Indian labourers in Natal had to live 
a life of semi slavery. Memorials were 
submitted to the Government of India 

which fell in deaf ears.

 Following the indentured labourers, 
Indian traders in Mauritius, who had 
connections with these indentured 
labourers, followed them there. An Indian 
trader opened a shop there. The traders 
manufactured sugar, and in a surprisingly 
short time, supplied South Africa with 
a modest quantity of sugar, tea and 
coffee. They made much money and built 
palatial mansions for themselves and 
turned wilderness into a veritable garden. 
Hearing the success of Indian traders 
in Natal, several traders from different 
parts of India reached Natal. They needed 
accountants. Accountants from Gujarat 
and Saurashtra accompanied them. Thus 
there were two classes of Indians settled 
in Natal. First free traders and their 
free servants; and secondly indentured 
labourers. Again there were children 
born to indentured labourers. They were 
also, virtually bonded labourers. The 
labourers went to Natal under indenture 
for a period of five years. After this 
period, they were entitled to work as free 
labourers, or trade in Natal, and settled 
there if they wished. They are known as 
free Indians. Though they were called 
free Indians, they were not considered 

on par with free traders and their free 
servants. They were required to obtain 
a pass if they wanted to go from one 
place to another. If they were married 
and if they wanted the marriage to be 
recognized as valid in law, they were 
required to register the marriage with 
the Protector of Indian Immigrants. 
They were also subject to other severe 
restrictions.

The Indian traders could trade not only 
with the Indians, but with Negroes, who 
were feeling comfortable with the Indian 
traders, than with the English by whom 
they were subjected to indignities. These 
traders extended their area of operation 
to the Boer republics in the Transvaal and 
the Orange Free State during the eighties 
of the last centuries. Several traders went 
to Cape Colony and began to earn fairly 
well. The Indians were thus distributed in 
small numbers in all the four colonies

Absolutely free Indians numbered 
between forty to fifty thousand. The 
freed labourers and their descendants 
number about a hundred thousand. 

We will proceed next to review their 
grievances.

Award to NGO Lion King

490 children of Stds III to VIII, were 
taken to the movie ‘Lion King’ at Sri 
Venkateswara Talkies, Manavalanagar, 
Thiruvallur on 20th August 2019. The 
children enjoyed watching the 3D 
movie, which was a new experience 
for them. The tickets for the show and 
refreshments to children were sponsored 
by the Board members and senior staff.

23 students and 3 staff members from 
Community colleges at Ambattur and 
Kasuva visited DTCC at Global Info City 
on 26th July 2019. A team of volunteers 
conducted a session on Goal Setting and 
Time Management for the students. It 
was an interesting, interactive and a very 
useful session for the students.

Visit to DTCC

Sevalaya Muralidharan presented 
the LifeTime Achievement Award to 
Mathew Cherian, CEO, Help Age India, 
at a function organised by Soka Ikeda 
College on 26th July 2019. The Award is 
instituted by Dr Muthuswami Kumaran, 
Associate Professor, Florida University, 
NGO Management Studies and Dr Sethu 
Kumanan, Chairman, Soka Ikeda College. 


