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Sevalaya celebrates a daughter's wedding
Twenty two years ago, Abirami, a small
orphan girl was brought to Sevalaya, and
on 8th May 2019, she left the campus
to begin a new life with her husband
Prabhakar. In these years, she completed
her schooling, graduated with a degree
in fine arts, and then joined Sevalaya’s
school as an art teacher.

The first weeks of May saw hectic
planning for the wedding of a staff
member, an alumnus, and a hostel
resident all rolled into one. At Sevalaya,
there were many family members to help
make the function a big success.
The whole campus was buzzing with
activity. The auditorium was transformed
into a beautiful marriage hall with
balloons, floral decorations, and festoons.
The team overseeing food arrangements
planned for all the necessary provisions,
utensils, and the menu to cater to nearly
500 guests and 300 residents. The
reception team welcomed the guests in
the traditional Indian style, and served
them a cool welcome drink. The bride’s
needs were also taken care of, and it
was made sure that she was beautifully
dressed and ready for the wedding
ceremony.

LOVE ALL SERVE ALL

The newly wed couple with Sevalaya family
Many donors pitched in by donating cot,
almirah, fridge, washing machine and the
like - all essential things needed to set up
a new home.
These were all arranged tastefully on the
dais. The ceremony started with prayers,
and soon the bride and groom took their
vows and tied the knot. The large crowd
of relatives, friends, teachers, staff, and

management of Sevalaya happily cheered
as the newly-wed couple cut the cake,
and then took pictures with them. Soon
it was time to see them off, and a radiant,
happy Abirami left the campus with her
new family.
Sevalaya, along with all its well wishers,
wished Abirami and Prabhakar a happy
married life.
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Joy of giving: the way of life

The credit for these achievements
definitely goes to the unstinted support
Sevalaya has once again proved that
of well wishers, philanthropists and
given the right opportunities, the
corporates who have always stood by
underprivileged children will achieve
Sevalaya. The teachers of Sevalaya spare
success despite social and economic
no efforts to coach the children. They
disadvantage. The school secured
spend extra hours in the mornings,
100% pass results in X Std English
evenings and all holidays to sit with
medium section and XI and XII Board
their wards and patiently guide them at
examinations. Each year sees a steady
their own pace. In the evenings many
improvement in the performance of the
houses have drunken parents creating a
students.
nuisance and children are able to study
only because they remain at school with
Many of these students live in small
their teachers. Snacks from the dining
single room houses with no special
facilities for studying. These children have hall gives them energy and the teachers’
presence a world of comfort, where they
to help out their parents who mostly
forget about all the troubles at home and
work as daily wage earners and struggle
concentrate on their studies. Sevalaya
to keep the family afloat.
wishes to thank its well wishers and staff
There are at present 2083 students
for their support without which all this
studying in Sevalaya’s Mahakavi
would not have been possible.
Bharathiyar School and more than 1000
students getting trained in 10 trades at 8 There are 2000+ underprivileged children
studying in the school in the current
community colleges across Tamil Nadu.
academic year who need your support.
Tuition centres at 4 locations give
The initial expenses for the academic
coaching to nearly 100 students
year 2019-20 for 1 child comes to ` 1000.
who have been showing remarkable
You can also sponsor a child’s education
improvement in their academics.
for a year by contributing ` 8000 and
Breakfast programmes in 2 Government
bring light into the lives of these under
schools at Thanjavur have supported 874
privileged rural children. Contributions
students appearing for board exam. 125
can be sent by way of cheques favouring
students of 5 Panchayat Union schools
Sevalaya to Sevalaya 54 P S Sivaswami
are also getting breakfast daily.
Road North, Mylapore, Chennai 600004
Dear Friends,

or directly remitted to Our Bank account.
To remit contributions directly into our
Bank account
Bank Details
Indian Donors
Account Name: SEVALAYA
Account No: 218601000134
Bank: ICICI BANK
IFSC CODE: ICIC0002186
Account Name: SEVALAYA
Account No: 029101000008743
Bank: INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK
IFSC Code: IOBA0000291
Overseas Donors
Account Name : Sevalaya FCRA
Account No : 064993900000111
Bank : YES Bank
Swift Code : YESBINBB
IFSC : YESB0000649
Thanks & Regards
Sevalaya Murali

Girls top in Std X Board exams

The school topper A Jayasree, is the
daughter of an electrician. Good in
academics she has also won several prizes
in inter school competitions in oratorical,
dance and essay writing.

Second rank holder V Bhuvaneswari
aspires to be an IAS officer. Her father
is a mason while her mother works for
daily wages. She lives in a thatched house
with no electricity and studied many
days using a battery light. She took upon
herself to coach a late bloomer in her
class and ensured that she cleared the
exams. She attributes her success to the
guidance she got from teachers.

Daughter of an agricultural labourer,
V Bakkiyalakshmi, who secured third
rank, wants to become a teacher and
help poor, needy children like her come
up in life. Her passion was evident when
she helped one of her classmates who is
physically challenged and missed many
classes due to health issues.

Her house was badly damaged during
the Vardha cyclone. Undeterred by the
challenges, she takes everything in her
stride and looks for solutions to the
problems.
She says that the functional and spoken
English classes sponsored by Lionbridge
Technologies and BNY Mellon have been
very helpful to study in English medium.
LOVE ALL SERVE ALL

She explained the lessons to him and
motivated him to study. He cleared the
exams due to her support.
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15 houses worth `1.1 crores for Kerala flood victims

months and the houses were handed
over to beneficiaries by H Dineshan, IAS,
District Collector, Idukki at a function on
3rd May 2019.

H Dineshan, IAS District Collector of Idukki, Kerala handing over the key for the
new house
Sevalaya rushed to help when
Project funded by FCA was successfully
unprecedent rains battered parts of
implemented by Sevalaya.
Kerala in August 2018. Sevalaya also
The beneficiaries were identified with the
undertook rehabilitation work in Idukki
help of the local Panchayat.
District, which was one of the worst
Each house measuring 487 Sq. ft has
affected, with many rendered homeless.
2 bedrooms, a hall, a washroom and a
Partnering with Fiat Chrysler Automobile
kitchen small courtyard in the front. The
(FCA), Sevalaya constructed houses worth
houses are furnished with eletrical and
` 1.1 crores under “Project Shelter” for
plumbing fittings like fans, lights, taps and
15 people who lost their homes in the
washbasin.
floods and landslides in Vazhathope
The entire Project was completed in 4
Panchayat in Idukki District, Kerala. The

Training on positive thinking

I lost my house and all belongings,
utensils, my son's school books,
notebooks, dresses, jewellery etc. As
we had evacuated and moved away
to a safer place, we escaped. Our
house was completely washed away.
Overnight we became homeless.
Thanks to Sevalaya we now have a
pucca house.
Uma Maheswari, Daily wage labourer,
Vazhathope Village, Idukki

Summer celebrations

95 children participated in the Kondattam
programme organized by Rotaract
Club on 5th May 2019 at Shri Chandra
Prabhu Jain College, Minjur. Sevalaya
got the overall runner up place Children
won the first prize in group dance and
drawing competitions and the 2nd place
in Adaption dance competition. 550
children from 4 NGOs participated in this
programme

community college students with P Veeraraghavan
P Veeraraghavan a successful trainer,
poet, public speaker, Rotarian and
social worker conducted a 12 weeks
comprehensive training programme for
42 Communty College students from
various disciplines at Kasuva in April
2019.
The programme focussed on positive
thinking, adapting to changes,
communication and creative skills, team
work and interpersonal skills.
The sessions were interactive with many
games, quizzes, lively video clippings and
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team wise contests. The objective was
enhancement of behavioral and soft skills
there by improving the employability
quotient.
The students were divided into 6 batches
and prize was awarded to best batch who
scored well in competitions.
6 individual best performers were
also awarded prizes. The prizes and
certificates were distributed by
Veeraraghavan at a function held on 1st
April 2019.
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We won in drawing and singing
competitons. But we came second in
overall performance.
We had a lot of fun partcipating in a lot
of events.
G Archana VII B
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City school students visit their rural counterparts

Avigna System volunteers

MCTM students intearct with Sevalaya students

Later, the volunteers marked the
benches at the school, planted 55 trees
at Nathamedu village and scattered the
seed balls in areas around Kasuva.

On 27th April 2019, 54 students from
M C T M Chidambaram Chettiyar
International school visited Kasuva
centre. to spend a day with the children
and senior citizens of the Homes
They divided themselves into 2 teams.
1st team visited the hostel students and
2nd team visited the senior citizens. The
students played volleyball, basketball
with the children.
They also distributed sports items
to Sevalaya students and (dresses,
bedsheets and jugs to the senior citizens.

The terrace of the corporate office
of Avighna Systems in Chennai was
buzzing with activity on 17th April 2019.
As a part of the employee volunteering
programme, 30 associates of the
corporate were busy making seed balls
(a mixture of soil, fertilizers with seeds
embedded), guided by S C Suresh, who
is in charge of Sevalaya's Green Campus
Project. 650 seedballs were made that
day.

On 21st April 2019, 23 volunteers visited
the Kasuva centre and scattered the
seedballs in and around the village. They
planted 55 trees in Nathamedu village.

I was very happy to meet and play
with the students from M C T M
Chidambaram Chettiyar International
School. I made many friends.
Kiruba VIII Std

A trip to the Magical land MGM

Seed ball making activity at Avighna
Systems Pvt. Ltd

Elders Day out

At the steps of the Jain temple

Holidays are time for fun and frolic and
22nd May 2019 saw all the hostelites of
Sevalaya’s boys and girls homes getting
up at the crack of dawn too excited to
sleep and getting ready for the trip to
MGM Dizzee World. A wonderful idea
of Usha Rangarajan, Sevalaya Trustee,
to set up a crowd funding page to
collect funds for the trip saw the dream
of 150 children come true. Generous
contributions poured in for this request
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Standard Chartered Global Business
Services (SCGBS) organized a one day
to contribute for a good cause and make trip to Sai Baba temple Jain temple
children happy on Akshaya Tritiya day and in Pattipulam in ECR for the elders at
the children had a lovely time enjoying
Sevalaya on 27th April 2019. 30 volunteers
all the rides. Playing, dancing, swimming from SCGBS accompanied the elders
and singing,the whole day passed by with
The transporatation and refreshments for
joy and happiness. The children happily
the elders were sponsored by SCGBS. The
shared their experiences the next day
long trip to a new place was an enjoyable
reliving each moment. A big thanks to
and totally new different experience for
all sponsors who made this day a truly
the grandmas and grandpas.
magical one for all the children.
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National netball tourney: Sevalaya in top 8

culturals and also went to a sight seeing
trip. They also participated in useful life
skill classes.

Net ball team with PT Master A Sankara Pandian
6 students participated in the 7th ONNC
(One Nation Netball Cup) organized
by NAZ held at New Delhi. 18 teams
from different states and 1 team

from Afghanistan participated in the
tournament. Sevalaya team won 7 out of
9 matches and reached upto pre quarter
final level. Students participated in the

90 students gain from 3 sports coaching camps

It was one of the happiest trips of my
life. This is the first time I am visiting
Delhi. It was exciting. We stayed in
a hotel and played in the Thyagaraj
indoor stadium. I enjoyed the sight
seeing trip especially India Gate. It was
a thoroughly enjoyable experience.
Krithika Std X

RIDHAM sings for Sevalaya

RIDHAM is a group of friends from
various walks of life, who share a passion
about two things in life - music and
serving the community.
To quote Chartered Accountant Surendra
Menon, one of the organisers of the
group, "We strive together to achieve,
on the one hand, good music as a
cardinal obligation to delight discerning
audiences, and on the other hand to
harness this satisfaction towards serving
the needs of the underprivileged in
society."
On Sunday, 21st April 2019, the group
presented a concert at Freemasons
Auditorium, Egmore, Chennai entitled
GURU SISHYAN. They performed select
songs composed by the great legends,
M S Viswanathan, Maestro Ilayaraja
and AR Rahman with a full orchestra in
attendance.

Sports camp in progress
17 students participated in the SDAT
(Sports Development Authority of Tamil
Nadu) Thiruvallur district level Summer
camp from 6th to 16th May 2019. It was
organised by S Aruna, District Sports
Officer and Youth Welfare Officer.
Students were given athletic coaching in
the morning sessions and played team
games in the evening sessions.
13 students participated in the St Joseph
State Level Summer Camp at St Joseph
Engineering College, Sholinganallur
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from 14th to 20th April 2019. Leading
athletic coach and founder of Prime
Sports Academy P Nagarajan gave special
coaching in this camp.
Every year Sevalaya organises a month
long summer sports camp for children
in its Kasuva campus. 60 students
participated in this camp from 13th April
to 17th May. Students are given coaching
in Volleyball, Handball, basketball and
athletics. This camp also helps to spot
talents and groom the children.
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Proceeds of the sponsored program were
donated to Sevalaya.

Bhuvaneswari Muralidharan receiving the
cheque from Ridham organiser
JUNE 2019

Producing
100% scorers in
Agriculture
S Sathish Kumar, the Agriculture teacher
of Sevalaya’s Mahakavi Bharathiyar HSS
was all smiles when the board results
were declared. His students, 2 in Std XII
and 3 in Std XI, had got the coveted 100%
in Agriculture. He had taken all steps
preparing special worksheets to give his
students maximum support and his hard
work had paid off.
Sathish joined Sevalaya 3 years ago, after
completing M Sc BEd in Zoology and
Diploma in Agriculture from Government
Agricultural College Madhavaram.
The seeds to take up this profession
were sown by his Chemistry teacher in
Government Boys School.A good,strict
teacher who was friendly and helpful,she
would always be in the class on time and
never tolerated any indiscipline.
The school environment at Sevalaya with

fields for practicals and a large library
with books had immediately attracted
him. He is an avid book reader and
spends many hours browsing through
books at New Book House Triplicane.
He has a collection of many biographies
and favourite pages are earmarked and
inspiring quotes highlighted.
Sathish quotes from many leaders with
ease even when carrying out an ordinary
conversation. He loves poems especially
those of Bharathidasan and the classes
taken by Prof Swaminathan (Retired
Professor from IIT Delhi) for teachers
kindled a deep love for Tamil, motivating
him to join for a post graduation in Tamil.

He likes the culture of weekly book
reviews at Sevalaya.
Sathish loves teaching and guiding his
students. He appreciates the steps taken
at Sevalaya to give students various kinds
of training and career guidance and
enjoys working with the students in the
fields.
He had worked in fields in his young age
and says that the joy of harvesting has to
be experienced and cannot be expressed
in words. He wants to spread the
importance of agriculture among all the
students of Sevalaya and motivate many
students to take up this course.

No breakfast
didn't stop her
from scoring
V Bhuvaneswari, one of the toppers
of this year’s Std X exams got 436 and
missed the first position by 9 marks.
She had worked hard studying in the LED
battery light as her house has no electric
connection. The family of four, her
parents and elder sister live in a thatched
house in Kavanur. Bhuvaneswari has to
help out her parents in the morning and
evening hours plucking flowers, weeding
etc. Her father is an agricultural labourer
and her mother works for daily wages.
Growing and selling Jasmine flowers
helps to supplement their income. The
family leads a hand to mouth existence
and many a day Bhuvaneswari has come
to school without breakfast.

helps her mother by grinding spices using
the traditional grinding stone. She helps
her friends and teachers in whatever way
she can. She helped the slow learners
in her class in all possible ways to clear
the board exams. “We should always
share what we have or know” she says.
She wants to lead a clean, honest life
and does not like cheating and telling
lies. Bhuvaneswari loves reading books
and papers. On Sundays, she cajoles
her mother to give money to buy a
newspaper.

Life is tough with no fan to beat the heat
or kitchen implements to do work. She

Bhuvaneswari dreams of studying well,
getting a good job and taking care of her
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parents. But all these difficulties do not
deter this cheerful girl from excelling in
studies. She aspires to be an IAS officer
and help others in all possible ways.
She also loves to play handball but could
not come regularly for coaching as she
had to help her mother in plucking
flowers.
But she has no regrets and looks forward
to the day when she will fulfill her dream
of doing well in life and taking care of her
mother.
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Innovative story telling Dubai student volunteer Craft training for prisoners
Sowmya Srininvasan, Priya Muthukumar,
Lavanya Prasad of Soul Space Storytell,
Bangalore have been conducting story
telling sessions for the primary school
children over skype for the past 5 years.
Sowmya came in person to Kasuva
campus last month, interacted with staff
and students and conducted live story
telling sessions
Students of Stds VI-VIII were thrilled
to meet their old story telling teacher
in person and fondly recollected the
stories she had told three years back. The
teachers feel that students get a lot of
innovative ideas from such story telling
sessions as it promotes creative thinking
Volunteers from America, England and
Australia have also conducted story
telling sessions earlier.

Paper bag making and greeting card
making classes were conducted for 40
prisoners of Puzhal jail on 11th May 2019.
They enjoyed learning these crafts and
felt that it would help them make a living
They thanked Sevalaya for providing this
opportunity to learn and added that they
would share their new learnings with
others.

Volunteer Ajay Anand with students
Ajay Anand, a student of Std XII in Dubai
was at Sevalaya, Kasuva centre from 20th
to 24th December 2018. His search on
the internet to choose an NGO where
he can volunteer his services, led him to
Sevalaya's website and he decided that
this would be the best place for him.
I taught the community college
students the basics of MS Office and
PC hardware. The students managed to
pick up concepts very quickly. Towards
the end of the training, the students
managed to create their own resume,
made slideshows and assembled PCs.

Story telling session

Ajay Anand, Volunteer

Lions Quest "Skills for Adoloscence" workshop

Craft items made by the immates of
Puzhal prison

"Zero shadow day?"

Sundial demonstration
Shadow of an object is not cast on
the earth on Zero shadow day as the
sun is exactly overhead on this day.
In 2019 the zero shadow day fell on
Lions Quest "Skills for Adoloscence" workshop for teachers
24th April at Thiruvallur. Professor S
Lions Quest conducted a 2 day workshop group activities which gave them a clear
Swaminathan (Retd. Professor, IIT, New
on “Skills for Adolescence” for teachers
perspective of the 14 skill sets and 9
Delhi) who conducts several knowledge
at Sevalaya’s Kasuva campus on 25th and
values to be inculcated in students.
enhancement sessions for staff and
26th March 2019.
Important topics like managing emotions,
students of Sevalaya demonstrated
building self confidence, improving peer
The programme which was organized
this to 45 teachers of Sevalaya. He also
relationships etc were dealt with through
by Lion K R Kalyani, President of Lions
presented a portable sundial model and
interesting activities. Teachers were
Club of Progeny, Thiruninravur was
suriya kambam through Tamil Heritage
also given resource material for future
inaugurated by Lion P Manisekar, District
Trust. The Sun dial model was designed
reference. Certificates were distributd by
Chairperson- Lions Quest, District 324
by Narayanan, an industrialist. This model
Lion Manisekar to all the participants.
A6. 18 teachers participated in the two
can be used to explain many concepts of
day session packed with multifarious
astronomy.
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The Satyagraha Story
The Transvaal government passed a
black ordinance in August 1906. Every
Indian, man, woman or child eight
years or upwards entitled to reside in
the Transvaal, must register his/her
name and obtain a certificate. Failure
to register would result in deportation.
The certificate must be produced at
anytime and at any place demanded.
The officials would have unrestricted
right to visit and check at the residences
any time. The certificate would contain
all finger impressions. Hitherto finger
impressions were secured only from
criminals. Gandhiji felt compliance with
the ordinance would be humiliating to
the community and spell ruin for them.
What to do was the question.

explained to the audience. One Sheth
Haji Habib in his emotional speech said
that they should pass the resolution with
God as witness and never yield or submit
cowardly to the degrading legislation. He
solemnly declared in the name of God
that he would never submit to the law
and advised the others also to do so.

Gandhiji had much experience of solemn
pledges and had been profited by them.
He was taken aback by Sheth Haji Habib’s
suggestion of an oath. He thought out the
possible consequences of it. He warmly
approved of the Sheth’s suggestion.
But at the same time it seemed to him
that he should explain to them clearly
the meaning of a pledge. He spoke:
''There is a vast difference between this
He convened a meeting on September 11, resolution and every other resolution
1906. The venue, the Empire Theatre was we have passed up to date. There is a
packed from floor to roof. A resolution
wide divergence also in the manner of
making it. It is a grave resolution we are
was passed by which the Indians
making, as our existence in South Africa
solemnly determined not to submit to
the legislation and suffer all the penalties depends on our fully observing it. You
must understand the responsibility in
attaching to such non-submission.
taking such a pledge. It is my duty to fully
The impact of the resolution was fully

Volunteers from LTI

Training on lesson plan

18 volunters from Larsen and Turbo
Infotech (LTI) painted two classrooms
of Sevalaya’s Mahakavi Bharathiyar HSS
on 16th March 2019. Same volunteers
involved themselves in farming activities
on 23rd March 2019. They enjoyed
engaging themselves in these activities
in the open, serene atmosphere away
from the closed confines of the office and
have expressed a desire to do more such
activities in future.

Vidhya Badri, Education consultant
conducted a training session for 45
teachers on 3rd and 4th May 2019. She
explained how the annual academic plan,
term plan and lesson plan should be
Prepared.
These she emphasised that these plans
must focus on developing the essential
skills of language and arithmetic. The
problems faced by teachers and possible
solutions were also discussed.

Send your comments to:
City Office:
Sevalaya, No 54, P S Sivaswamy Road (North), Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004, Tamil Nadu, India.
Phone: 97109 07675, 94443 33529, 044-24982204
E-mail: sevalayabhuvana@sevalaya.org; vpoperations@sevalaya.org
www.sevalaya.org; www.facebook.com/sevalaya; www.youtube.com/sevalayacharity
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explain it to you
A man, who intelligently and deliberately
takes a pledge and then breaks it, forfeits
his manhood. A man who lightly pledges
his word and then breaks it, becomes
a man of straw and fits himself for
punishment here as well as hereafter.“
He further said that the man who pledges
solemnly to the resolution is likely to be
subjected to severe punishments like
imprisonment and hard labour when
he follows it. His properties may be
attached. He said that if any one felt that
he did not have the strong will, he should
not desist from taking the pledge, but
also oppose it.
All the people, after hearing Gandhiji
speak, stood with upraised hands, and
took the oath with God as witness not to
submit to the law.
The movement was named Satyagraha
meaning Soul Force or a Force which is
born of Truth and Love or non-violence.

Farm-fresh organic
vegetables

Organic farm fresh vegetables and
bakery products and craft items
available at Sevalaya City Office every
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from
3:00 pm to 6:00 pm.
Contact - 9094766806
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