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Dear Friends,

In India rivers are considered as goddesses and we
worship them. They are referred as Mother Ganga or
Mother Cauvery etc. All ancient civilizations have
developed on the banks of major rivers and the
civilizations have been named after those rivers. Any
life can exist only if there is good quality and quantity of
water available. To ensure that we protect our water
resources, our religion and practices in India refer to
them as Goddesses and many rituals and festivals are
designed so that we respect and maintain our water
resources.

In this generation, we follow only the rituals and forget
the meaning behind them. It is a pathetic scene to see
the 18" day of the Tamil month Adi being celebrated on
the banks of the river Cauvery, where we can see many
newlywed couples and their friends and relatives
gather on the river bank and offer flowers and fruits to
the river, but there is not a single drop of water- only a
vast expanse of sand!

Added to this rivers are used as open toilets, open
washing area and all the drainage water and industrial
waste are all diverted to rivers. Once upon a time,
Coovam in Chennai was a nice river and people use to
go boating init. Today itis just a big "sakkadai”.

One man in a small town, Musiri, near Trichy decided to
change this, atleast in his hometown. His name is
Subburaman and he runs an NGO "Scope”. He has
redesigned the public toilet near the river bank and
made it as an Eco-friendly toilet. The human waste
gets converted into natural manure, which can be used
in organic farms. The urine is converted into natural
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urea, and this can also be used in organic farms. With
the result, the waste from the toilets can be marketed
and sold. With this concept, he has come up with "Use
and get paid toilets”. As this is an attractive
proposition, the local people have started using the
public toilets and stopped polluting the river. He has
designed such toilets for individual houses and for
schools and other institution. With his help, many
houses and schools in Musiri have converted to
“Ecosan” toilets.

He has worked with the municipal corporation of
Musiri and converted the garbage dump yard as a
beautiful garden. Waste is segregated and bio-
degradable waste is converted into natural manure
and non-degradable are recycled. He has also
produced gas from human waste and we saw some
houses getting this gas connection.

Sevalaya staff went on a one day awareness trip to
this town. We are already constructing “Ecosan”
toilets for the new school building at Sevalaya. We will
slowly bring in other green concepts also in Sevalaya
campus.

MNext time when we have 18" day of Adi, let Cauvery
flow with full force and let the rituals be done with the
understanding of the real meaning.

Thanks & Regards
Murali

“Eﬂse of Ridvan" Award
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Momination to Government Committee

Mr. V.Muralidharan, Founder & Managing Trustee is nominated
as the NGO Representative member in the District Committee for
Senior Citizens, Thiruvallur Dstrict, for the effective and
coordinated implementation of The Tamilnadu Maintenance and
Welfare of Senior Citizen Acl. The first Meeting of the Committee
was held at The District collector's Office under the Chairmanship
of the District Collector. Thiruvallur District Social Welfare Officer
and other officials participated in the meeting.

Awards

Karuna International, in line with its tradition of honoring
outstanding work, presented “Karuna Ratna" Award to
Mr.V.Muralidharan & Ms. Bhuvaneswar Muralidharan, Founders
of Sevalaya on 05/04/2010, at The Music Academy., Chennai.
They received the Award al the hands of Dr.M.S.Swaminathan,
MP and renowned agricultural scientist.

Mr. V.Muralidharan & Mrs. Bhuvaneswari Muralidharan were the

recipients of “Rose of Ridvan” Award by the spiritual assembly of
Baha'is of Chennai for Outstanding Achievers in the field of

Education on 25" April, at the Bahai centre in Sarangapani street,
T.Nagar, Chennai.

Bharathiyar Team

Events

Ln.Dr.Henry Christopher, Founder-Good Shepherd Educational
Institutions, Pattabiram, was the Chief Guest for the Easter
Celebrations at Sevalaya on 03/04/2010. He spoke to the
students about Christ's resurrection for the welfare of mankind.
He also said that truth always triumphs. He mentioned that in spite
of the cruel crucifixion Christ's divinity was revealed and likewise
lies and dishonest allegations always come to an inglorious end
and the truth can never be trampled upon.

Industrialist JAK Jayaraman treated all the 1050 students of

Sevalaya Schoel and the residents of the Old Age Home with a
festive lunch on 10/04/2010, on the occasion of his birthday.

The valedictory function of the four weeks "Introspection” course
by World Community Service G&ntm, Ambattur Branch was held

on 11/04/2010. Certificates were distributed to Sevalaya staff
on the occasion.

The 10 day Annual Strategy Meet of Sevalaya where the Plan
for the coming year is drawn up by the staff commenced on
20/04/2010.

Staff Book Review

On 03/04/2010, Ms.Shanthi spoke on Swami Vivekananda's
“Youth of India®. On 10/04/2010, Ms.Priva spoke on
\ivekananda's Education. Swami Vivekananda's Make New
India was taken up for discussion by Ms.Jayanthi on
17/04/2010. On 24/04/2010, Ms.Maragatham spoke on
Vivekananda Self confidence.

Bharathi, Gandhi Vivekananda Programme in Prison

Puzhal Prison
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On 10/04/2010, Mr. P.5Soundararajan addressed the residents
of Puzhal | on Important Incidents in Gandhiji's Life” and Ms.
Jayanthi spoke about Vivekananda's "Make New India" to the
residents of Puzhal [|li{Women). On 17/04/2010, Mr.
J.Selvanayagam addressed the residents of Puzhal | on
Eharathi's Panchalisabatham™ and Ms. Priva spoke about
Vivekananda's Education to the residents of Puzhal
ll{Waomen). Afilm on Gandhi was screend for the residents of
Puzhall &1l by Mr. Rajkumaron 24/04/2010.

Gandhi Team

A One day general medical camp was conducted at Sevalaya
on 11/04/2010. Nearly 150 students and 60 Old Age Home
residents were benefited by this camp.

The Annual one month free summer course on Computers and
Spoken English was inaugurated on 16/04/2010 at Sevalaya.
This year the course is conducted in collaboralion with
Edserve. 300 village students are participating in the course.
Inaugurating the course, Mr. Sivakumar (EDSERVE, Senior
Vice President) motivated the students by announcing that
aven village students can become Bill Gates. Students who
complete the course successfully will get central Government
approved Certificate.
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Yoga Training by KYM at Old Age Home

Mr. V.Muralidharan, Founder & Managing Trustee of Sevalaya
received the first copy of the book *Ini Ullathu Un Kaiyil" a
collection of poems authored by Poet Vasanthakumar at in a
book release function at Ambattur on 04/04/2010.

Book release function

Mr.T.5.Venkataramani, Hon. Coordinator of Sevalaya, attended

a meeting organized by Confederation of Indian Organizations
for Social Advocacy (CIOSA) with funding agencies on
10/04/2010.

On 15/04/2010 the annual function of "llakkia Chinthanai” was
held in A.V.M Rajeswari Kalyana Mandapam, Chennai A book
containing selected shortstories was released and and
Mr. V. Muralidharan received the first copy.

On 17/04/2010 Mr. V. Muralidharan attended the Preparatory
meeting organized by Give India for the Joy of Giving week to be
celebrated in September 2010.

Sevalaya, Rotary Club of Madras Chennapatna and Dr.
Kamakshi Memorial hospital jointly organized Kalaignar's Free
insurance Programme Medical Camp on 24/04/2010. ENT
Check up and Checkups for arthritis, and nerve related problems
were conducted. Nearly 200 patients were benefitted.

Vivekanandar Team

The Valedictory function of Presidency college NSS camp was
held on 06/04/2010. They conducted an Environmental
Awareness rally on that day. 150 students of their college
participated in the rally.

Sevalaya celebrated Tamil Mew Year{ Chithirai Thiruvizha) on
14/04/2010 with great enthusiasm, in the presence of friends
from Koyambedu Periyar vegetable market welfare association,

Mr.G.D Rajasekaran President of Periyar vegetable market
welfare association presided over the function. On his felicitation
address he appreciated the organization for their service lo the
poor and destitute people. He expressed his desire for the

organization to grow further and extend its services in the
future. He added that for the past seven years Koyambedu
Periyar vegetable markel welfare association has been

supplying vegetables and fruits to Sevalaya free of cost and
has promised to continue this in the forthcoming years as well.

On 17/04/2010, hostel boys and girls went to Villivakkam for
Rukmanidevi Natyakshetra Foundation's Music Festival.

A 3 month Course on Yoga for the residents of the Old Age
Home was started by On 18/04/2010 by Krishnamachari Yoga
Mandiram (KYM). 2 teachers from KYM Raja Annamalaipuram
will visit Sevalaya once a week and conduct the training.

Woarkshop on Social audit was conducted by Centre for Social
Initiative and Management lo Sevalaya key staff members on
19/04/2010.

Visitto Places of Worship
On 11/04/2010 residents of old age home and Children's Home
visited Pakkam Sivan temple for Pradosham festival.
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