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high profile items. It is about

being able to recognize single digit

s, to do simple subtraction and read

e survey is conducted only in rural India.

ar, the survey results show that more that

dents are not able to pass such simple test.

em is same in both Government schools and

hools. And every year, the problem is going from

worse. This cearly shows whoever has to take

on such findings are doing nothing about this; in

cases, they are not willing to accept the findings,

dont want to understand the real issues, but just
t to sweep the garbage under the carpet.

e may feel happy looking at the enrollment data which
ys 99.1% of all school going children in India are in
hool. And the attendance data for both children and the
achers are also good. All children are enrolled and they
ome regularly to school and teachers also come to
hool, but children in grade 3 to 5 struggle to identify
gle digit numbers! Are we wasting everybody’s time?
e talk about students understanding the subject very
|, getting hands on experience, more activity in the
room, character building education, moral education,
kill education etc., but all these are just talk in the air!
Sic alphabets and numerals are the problem, what is
of talking about many types of education
ologies?
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grade” is a
there is no fear of failu
8" grade” is a positive step

curiosity to learn. But the |ssue i

been only preparing the children to pa

are used to training the children to lea

mugging up right from grade 1 and if exam

way, the teachers have no clue as to what t
class. No training has been given to them to bri

to the centre stage; they are used to exams bei
centre stage for years. Now the stage is empty
end up in wasting everyone’s time.

If children are taught how to learn by mugging up
pass the exam, no one is going to give them a
matching that skill. That is why we have a h
employability problem and no private organization
willing to give any credit to university degrees and the
conduct their own written tests and interviews. The ASE
report clearly points out that the root cause of all these
problems is the poor quality of primary education.

After seven years of being left un-noticed and not actec
upon, let us hope that at least this year the authorities wi
take note of the ASER survey report and act on it. This is
matter affecting the future of our country. Let us dema
action.

Thanks & Regards
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Future- Art Exhibition

, Vice Consul and Director of Russian Cultural
urated the two day Art Exhibition “Flying towards a
uture” by Sevalaya at Russian Cultural Centre, Chennai
0/02/2012. Ms. Charlotte Chapman, a volunteer of
hildren’s Art Village worked on an environmental project with
600 high school students, teaching them to make birds out of
old plastic water bottles and old newspapers, gift wrappers and
flyers. Sevalaya’s Art teacher Mr. Andrews Jesudoss also worked
on this project encouraging students to make colourful creepers,
flowers, bangles and facemasks out of the plastic pieces of the
bottles that remained after cutting out the birds. All the art
pieces created by the students were on display at the Art
Exhibition. The students also presented a demo on how they
made the birds.

Puthiathalaimurai council

meeting

Foundation, Thiruvallur

Puthiathalaimurai foundation’s monthly council meeting for
Thiruvallur district was held in Sevalaya campus on 19/02/2012.
Mr.V.Muralidharan chaired the meeting.

Bharathi Team

Events

As a part of the GSP (Global School Partnership) project
organize<d by The British Council three Teachers from
Cunningham Hill Junior School were on a weeklong visit to
Sevalaya. They arrived on 06/02/2012. Students welcomed the
visitors and presented a small cultural programme of dances
and a skit. The teachers of both schools worked on the ongoing
joint project titled ‘Vasudeiva Kudumbagam’. The project started
in 2009 and since then five teachers from Sevalaya’s Maha Kavi
Bharathiyar Higher Secondary School have visited Cunningham
school at St.Albans in two batches and five teachers from UK
have come to India so far.

On 08/02/2012, five MSW I year students from various colleges,
organized a Career guidance Programme for 11" Std students
by Mr. Joshua Suresh Kumar of St. John’s Mat. Hr. Sec. School,
as a part of their a Community Service Programme.
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On 10/02/2012, 50 students
2 employees from TERI visited Seva
activities in the campus, which included o
gas plant, vermicompost plant, solar lighting a
management.

On 11/02/2012, Chinmaya Mission, Thamaraipakkam condu
a training session for 9" & 11" std students on multiple
intelligence.

Participation in competitions, programmes, events
outside Sevalaya...

On 12/12/2012, 8 students participated in Drawing competition
conducted by Vasantham Memorial trust on the theme of
Cancer Awareness at K.K.Nagar, Chennai.

On 18/02/2012, 26 children from Sevalaya participated in the
programme “Vivega 2012” - Interschool competitions on
elocution, poetry, creative writing and drawing conducted by
Anna University. Sevalaya won the overall championship for the
third year in row.

On 19/02/2012, 11 students and 4 staff participated in
Vivekananda Jayanthi Celebrations at Thiruninravur. The
programme was organized by Mr. A.C.Ravi, Thiruninravur.

Volunteers

Ms. Beverley Logan from UK arrived in Sevalaya on
06/02/2012 for volunteering her services. Beverly who has
come through Project Trust is teaching English to elementary
school students.

On 08/02/2012, volunteer Ms. Carol conducted Table Tennis
Tournament for 8", 9" and 11" standard students.

Volunteers from Cunningham School UK and Ms. Carol from
China shared their experiences at the farewell function on
09/02/2012.

Trainings, Workshops...

On 09/02/2012, 2 teaching staff attended TERI workshop at
Maharishi Vidya Mandir at Kilpauk, Chennai.

On 18/02/2012, 18 primary school staff participated in CRC
training in Pakkam & Veppampat, organized by District
Elementary Education Officer, Thiruvallur.
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" Table tennis coaching by vol

Study Cirde

On 04/02/2012, S. C. Suresh reviewed the book “Capital of
Success” (Tamil) written by Kavi Gnayiru Thara bharathi. On
11/02/2012, K. Suveetha shared her views on the book “Wings
of Self Confidence in children”. On 18/02/2012, S. Jayaseeli
reviewed the book “You Can” written by Mr. R.K.Rasu. On
25/02/2012, R. Uma Shankari reviewed the book “Arise;
Succeed” written by Swami Vimurthananda.

Gandhi Team

Events

Sevalaya’s Training institute for sustainable and Natural
Farming was inaugurated at Vinod Sharma Memorial Campus at
Kattiympandal Village, Uthiramerur at the two acres of land
donated by Mr. Kannan & Mrs. Satyabhama Kannan on
03/02/2012. Mr. Raja Krishnamoorthy, Film Artiste and Natural
Farming enthusiast inaugurated the centre and Former Vice
Chancellor of Gandhigram university Mr. D.K. Oza, presided
over the function. A two day training on organic farming was
also conducted. 15 local farmers participated in the training
conducted by Mr. Engles Raja of Vanagam and Mr. A. Ramesh,

Head of Gandhi Unit of Sevalaya.
Mobile library

evalaya’s mobile library visited Melakondaiyar Village on

1aran was the chief Guest at the Wedding of Mr.

of Mr. Iyappan a donor and Well wisher of

The residents of Sevalaya Old Age
yrations.

a Tech Park at

Chennai

March 2012

Jana Kalyan

On 13/02/2012, NSS voluntee
Chennai visited Sevalaya.

On 13 & 14/02/2012, resident of Old Age
attended the training programme on Sensitisatio
Caregiver of Demented Elderly at Chennai,
Heritage Foundation. He is also attending on one
certificate course on basic issues in Geriatric Care at Hyde
organized by Heritage Foundation, National Institute of So
Defense and Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt
of India from 20/02/2012 to 21/03/2012.

On 16/02/2012, 100 staff members from Asian PPG visited
Sevalaya as part of their CSR program, conducted many games
for the children and senior citizens and provided lunch for all
residents.

On 18/02/2012, Ms. Anandhalakshmi and Ms. Subashini,
psychologists from SCARF visited Sevalaya Children’s Home and
Old Age Home and conducted training to staff to identify the
mentally depressed.

On 19/02/2012, Ms. Saraswathi and friends from Ambattur
presented a Bhajan Programme for Sevalaya residents.

On 19/02/2012 50 boys of Sevalaya Boys’ Home attended a
programme of Rajasthan Cosmo Club foundation at Avadi and
received free dresses from the club.

Mr. B.V.Ramanaa, Hon'ble Minister for environment created an
Endowment in the name of Dr. l.Jayalailthaa, Hon'ble Chief
Minister of Tamilnadu to provide special meals to the residents
of Sevalaya on the occasion of her birthday on Feb 24" every
year. This year special meals were provided to all the residents
on 24/02/2012 on the occasion of the Chief Minister’s birthday in
which many local volunteers participated.

25 staff members from TCS Ambattur branch, visited Sevalaya
d took
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SPONSORSHIP DETAILS

SPONSQRSHIP CHILDREN HOMF OLD AGE HOME
FQOD _ Contribution(Rs) Endowment(Rs) Contribution(Rs) Endowment(RS) | resigetal Expenses for 6000 80000
Milk(One Time) 500 7000 200 3200 one Childfone chidlong Grandpalyear
Breakfast(one day) 1000 14000 500 7000 Maintenance of One Cow/year 6000 80000
Lunch/Dinner 2000 28000 1000 14000 Education Expenses for
Lunch/Dinner with sweet 2500 35000 1250 20000 one Child/year 6000 80000
or fruit Salary for one staff per month 5000 850000
Fullday food Expenses 3500 50000 2000 28000 Funeral Expenses for 5000 70000
Fullday food Expenses 5000 70000 3000 42000 ‘é”i GflaE“dPa’m‘f’ Grandma
with sweet or fruit ultural Expenses for one
child/one Grandpalone Grandma 1000 14000
m]eizlc(i’ical Expenses for one 500 7000
Grandpalone Grandma 5000 70000
Educational Aid 7000
Educationai Kits 500
S il bor ses T 500 7000
i > Camps and Tours, Temple Visit for one 1000 14000
m by Sev Iaya child/one Grandpa/one Grandma 1000 14000
2] N Higher Education 20000 300000
anda day CeIS§ Professional Higher Education 50000 700000
at Thiruninravur : Workshop/Training/for one Staff 2000 28000

(Donations to School, Children Home and OIld Age

DONATION FORM Home qualify for 100% exemption under section 35 AC

Name : s and Rest 50% under section 80G of Income Tax Act, India)
Address :
City : District : Postal Code : Phone No

E-mail Address : | hereby enclose my donation of

Please make your donation payable by cheque to SEVALAYA and send to:
SEVALAYA,

63/32|I Main Road| Gandhinaiar| Adlar|Chennai 600020
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